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PREFACE. 


TIE preſent volume contains three 
pieces of compoſition, each of which, 
though inconſiderable as to its bulk, 
is ineſtimable as to the value of its 
contents. The firſt of theſe is the 
3 production of Salluſt, a Platonic phi- 
| loſopher, who is conſidered by Gale 
as the ſame Salluſt that, according to 
Suidas, was cotemporary with Pro- 
clus, and who appears to have been 
alive when Simplicius wrote his Com- 
mentaries on Epictetus: but though 
the teſtimony of Suidas, or rather 
Damaſcius, from whoſe Hiſtory of 
Philoſophers Suidas derived his ac- 
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1 
count of Salluſt, is very deciſive as to 
the exiſtence of a philoſopher of this 
name, yet there are two particulars 


which, in my opinion, render it very 


doubtful whether the author of the 


preſent treatiſe is the Salluſt men- 
tioned by Suidas. The firſt is, that 
the Salluſt of Suidas is ſaid to have 
aſſerted, that it was not eaſy, but 
rather impoſſible, for men to phi- 


9 


c loſophize; an aſſertion, as Da- 
maſcius well obſerves, which is nei- 


ther true, nor worthy to be uttered, 


and which is certainly very incon- 


ſiſtent with what the author of the 


preſent treatiſe aſſerts: for (in Chap. 


XIII.) he informs us, that his book 


was compoſed for that claſs of man- 


SK =? 
kind whoſe ſouls may be conſidered 


as neither incurable, nor yet capable 
of being elevated by philoſophy 
plainly acknowledging by this, that 


ſome men are capable of philoſophi- 
Zing in a proper manner, and thus 
evidently contradicting the dogma of 
the Salluſt mentioned by Damaſcius 


and Suidas. But there is another par- 


ticular which militates againſt this opi- 
nion, and which is of no leſs weight 
than that we have juſt now men- 
tioned ; and this 1s, the diſagreement 
which is related by Suidas to have 
taken place between Salluſt and Pro- 
clus ; for the author of the following 
| book, as was obvious to the learned 
pPhilologiſt Gale, treads every where 


r i 4:7 : * ne 


2 


„ 


N ARTE Tx 2 
tat ernment hind wo, K ˙ en ge —— n 


KK 
ou * 


[vii ] by 
in the footſteps of Proclus: not to 
mention that the Salluſt of Suidas, 
by compoſing Orations after the man- 
ner of the antients, and philoſophi- 
Zing like the Cynics, can hardly be 
ſuppoſed to be that profound philoſo- 
pher who wrote the enſuin g treatiſe 
On the Geds and the World. 

It is, however, ſufficient for our 
purpoſe, that the work itſelf is for- 
tunately preſerved entire, whatever 
uncertainty. we may labour under 
concerning its real author ; I ſay for- 
tunately preſerved, for it may becon- 
ſidered as a beautiful epitome of the 
Platonic philoſophy, in which the 


moſt important dogmas are delivered 


with ſuch elegant conciſeneſs, per- 


1 1 
fect accuracy, and ſtrength of argu- 
ment, that it is difficult to ſay to 
which the treatiſe is moſt intituled 
our admiration or our praiſe. I have 
before obſerved, that this little work 
was compoſed by its author with a 
view of benefiting a middle claſs of 
mankind, whoſe ſouls are neither 
incurable, nor yet capable of aſcend- 
ing through philoſophy to the ſum- 
mit of human attainments: but in 
order to underſtand this diſtinction 
properly, it is neceſſary to inform 
the reader, that human ſouls may be 
diſtributed into three ranks; into 
ſuch as live a life pure and impaſhve 
when compared with the multitude 


into ſuch as are neither wholly pure 


1 
nor yet perfectly impure; and into 
ſuch as are profoundly impure. Souls 


of the firſt claſs, which are conſe- 


quently the feweſt in number, may be 
called divine ſouls, heroes and demi- 
gods, and when inveſted with a ter- 
rene body, form ſuch men as Pyth ago- 
ras, Plato, Plotinus, Jamblichus, Pro- 
clus, &c., were of old: ſouls of this 
kind, not only deſcend into mortality 
in conſequence of that neceſſity by 


which all human ſouls are at times 


drawn down to the earth, but for 
the benevolent purpoſe of benefit- 
ing ſuch as are of an inferior claſs ; 
they likewiſe eaſily recover a remem- 
brance of their priſtine ſtate, and, in 
conſequence of this, deſcend no far- 


. 
ther than to the earth. But ſouls 
of the middle claſs, for whom the 
book of Salluſt is deſigned, in con- 
ſequence of becoming vitiated and 
defiled, though not in an incurable 
degree, are incapable of acquiring in 
the preſent life philoſophic perfection 
and purity, and are with great diffi- 
culty, and even ſcarcely able to 
aſcend, after Jong periods, to the 
beatific viſion of the 1ntelligible 
world, But ſouls of the third claſs, 
are ſuch as, from their profound im- 
purity, and from having drank im- 
moderately deep of oblivion, may 
be conſidered as abiding perpetually 
in life, as in the dark regions of 
Tartarus, from which, through have 


[ xii 
ing loſt all freedom of the will, 
they can never emerge. 

But we may eaſily collect the 
propriety of this diſtribution, by 
conſidering, that there muſt neceſ- 
ſarily be two mediums between 


fouls that abide on high with purity, 


ſuch as the ſouls of eſſential heroes, 
who are perpetual attendants on the 
gods, and ſouls that deſcend with 
the greateſt impurity; and theſe 
mediums can be no other than ſouls 
that deſcend indeed, but with purity, 


and ſouls that deſcend, and are te 


pure and partly impure. 
With reſpect to the ſentences of 


Demophilus, which are the next in 
order, I have only to obſerve, that 
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we know nothing more of the author 
than that he was moſt probably a 
Pythagorian, and that he collected 
theſe ſentences from the works of 
more antient Pythagoreans, by 
whom they were employed like 
proverbs, on account of their intrin- 
ſic excellence and truth. The ſame 
perſon, too, is the author of another 
little piece called Similitudes, of which 
I may probably, at ſome future pe- 
riod, publiſh a tranſlation. 

As to the five hymns of Proclus, 
they are unfortunately nothing more 
than the wreck of a great multitude 
which were compoſed by this admi- 
rable man; and the laſt of theſe was 


firſt diſcovered by me among the 
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Harleian MSS. in the Britiſh Mu- 
ſeum, and publiſhed in my Diſſer- 
tation on the Eleuſinian and Bacchic 
Myſteries. Of the life of Proclus 
by Marinus, I have long ſince given 


a tranſlation, to which J refer the 


reader for an account of this incom- 
parable man. I only add, that the 
four firſt hymns are juſtly admired 
by all the critics as moſt beautiful 
pieces of compoſition ; and they 
would doubtleſs have paſſed the ſame 
judgment on the fifth, had it been 
extant for their peruſal. 

In the laſt place, the reader will 
find five hymns of my own com- 
poſing, and which form only a part 


of a complete collection to all the 
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divinities, which I deſign to publiſh 
at ſome future and more auſpicious 
period than they preſent. My prin» 
cipal intention with regard to the 
public in the compoſition of moſt of 
theſe hymns was, to elucidate the 
ancient 'Theology, by explaining 
the myſtic appellations of the gods: 
but my deſign with reſpect to myſelf 
was to reap that moſt ſolid advantage 
with which the celebration of divi- 
nity in a becoming manner is invariably 
attended. The author from whom 
this explanation is principally derived 
is Proclus; and thoſe conceptions, 
which may properly be conſidered 
as my own, will, I hope, be found 
conſiſtent with the doctrines of Plato 


| CL} 
and his genuine diſciples. In many 
parts likewiſe of the hymn to Jupi- 
ter, I acknowledge myſelf greatly 
indebted to the elegant hymns of 
Syneſius, which I ſhould have tranſ- 
lated long ſince, had they not been 
ſo replete with a certain horrid and 
gigantic impiety, which not only 
eradicates from the ſoul that moſt 
natural conception, that there are 
gods ſubordinate to the firſt cauſe, 
but introduces the moſt dire of all 


opinions in its ſtead, that a mere 


mortal 1s equal to the higheſt god ! 
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CHAP. I. 


What the Requiſites are which an Au- 
ditor concerning the Gods ought to 
poſſeſs : and of common Conceptions. 


Ir is requiſite that thoſe who are 
willing to hear concerning the gods 
ſhould have been well informed from 
their childhood, and not nouriſhed 
with fooliſh opinions. It is likewiſe 
neceſſary that they ſhould be natu- 
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rally prudent and good, that they 
may receive, and properly under- 
ſtand, the diſcourſes which they 
hear. The knowledge likewiſe of 
common conceptions is neceſſary; 
but common conceptions are ſuch 
things as all men, when interrogated, 
acknowledge to be indubitably cer- 
tain 3 ſuch as, that every god is 
good, without paſſivity, and free from 


all mutation; for every thing which 


is changed, 1s either changed into 
ſomething better or into ſomething 
worſe: and if into ſomething worſe, 
it will become depraved, but if into 
ſomething better, it muſt have been 


evil in the beginning. 
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CHAP. II. 


That a Gad is immutable, without Ce- 
neration, eternal, incorporeal, and 
has no Subfiftence in Place. 


AND ſuch are the requiſites for an 
auditor of the gods. But the neceſ- 
ſary diſcourſes proceed as follows: 
the eſſences of the gods are neither 
generated; for eternal natures are 
without generation; and thoſe be- 
ings are eternal who poſſeſs a firſt 
power, and are naturally void of 
paſſivity. Nor are their eſſences 

compoſed from bodies; for even the 


powers of bodies are incorporeal: 


6 1. 
nor are they comprehended in place; 
for this is the property of bodies: 
nor are they ſeparated from the firſt 


cauſe, or from each other* ; in the 


ſame manner as intellections are not 
ſeparated from intellect, nor ſciences 


M1 from the ſoul. | OR 


the gods are nothing more than ſo many attributes 
of the firſt cauſe; for if this were the caſe, the firſt 
god would be multitude, but the ove muſt always be 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| | | {A 
15 | * The reader muſt not ſuppoſe from this, that 
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prior to the mary. But the gods, though they are 
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[11 cauſe is prior to el perfection. Hence as the firſt 
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tures with this incomprehenſible god, will be like” 


10 wiſe ſupereſſential; in the ſame manner as trees 


0 | I from being rooted in the earth are all of them 
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earthly in an eminent degree. And as in this in- 
ſtance the earth itſelf is eſſentially diſtinct from the 
trees which it contains, ſo the higheſt god is tran- 


ſcendently diſtinct from the multitude of gods which 


he ineffably comprehends. 
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employed : for they are uſed by 
poets agitated by divinity, by the 
beſt of philoſophers, and by ſuch as 
diſcloſe initiatory rites. In oracles 
alſo fables are employed by the gods; 
but why fables are divine is the part 
of philoſophy to inveſtigate, Since 
therefore all beings rejoyce in ſimili- 
" tude, and are averſe from diſſimili- 
tude, it 1s neceflary that diſcourſes 
concerning the gods ſhould be as 
ſimilar to them as poſſible, that they 
may become worthy of their eſſence, 
and that they may render the gods 
propitious to thoſe who diſcourſe 
concerning them ; all which can 
only be effected by fables. Fables 
therefore imitate the gods, according 


10 J 
to effable and ineffable, unapparent 
and apparent, wiſe and ignorant; 


and this likewiſe extends to the good- 
neſs of the gods; for as the gods im- 
part the goods of ſenſible natures in 
common to all things, but the goods 


reſulting from intelligibles to the 
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| 19 too, the energies of the gods are 
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viſible. Beſides, to inform all men 
of the truth concerning the gods, 
produces contempt in the unwiſe, 
from their incapacity of learning, 
and negligence in the ſtudious; but 
concealing truth in fables, prevents 
the contempt of the former, and 
compels the latter to philoſophize. 
But you will aſk why adulteries, 
thefts, paternal bonds, and other 
unworthy actions are celebrated in 


fables ? Nor is this unworthy of ad- 


miration, that where there is an ap- 


parent abſurdity, the ſoul immedi- 


ately conceiving theſe diſcourſes to 
be concealments, may underſtand 


that the truth which they contain 


12 


lved 


3 — ps op <6 
r 


—— — 


ound and 


in prof 


invo 


to be 


occult ſilence *. 


18 


o 


hat the philoſopher has ſaid 
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CHAP. N 


That there are five & pecies of Fables; 
and Examples of each. 


Or fables, ſome are theological, 
others phyſical, others animaſtic, (or 
belonging to ſoul,) others material, 
and laſtly, others mixed from theſe. 
Fables are theological which employ 
nothing corporeal, but ſpeculate the 
very eſſences of the gods; ſuch as 
the fable which aſſerts that Saturn 
devoured his children: for it ob- 
ſcurely intimates the nature of an 
intellectual god, ſince every intellect 
returns into itſelf, But we ſpeculate 


= — * 
* ä 
2 


— — 


EE EIN 
E R bo LE - 
— x eg >< XY "62. Rene 
— — — ů —— 


Wo, 2. ee 


3 
D 


eee 4A. Ar 
— s 
5 _ 


MT e n 
. ͤ —˙ r 
ME 


a.” 


— 


. 


e 


r 


e 


= n 8 : * == 7 f SA 2 2 Nan 
CCC I boo Df gg rh res 
X N e E i R 


r 4, 


* 
+ 


">> es re 
ESI oo. ot 
— 


* 


. ˙— pA 
A IE 9 * 


n n 


2 r 


1 
I 
% 4 + 
2 11 
NY, 
US. 
"446 
' iy 
* v3 
7 {1 
A 
14: 
1 
x. 
3 
2 
97 


L 
fables phyſically when we ſpeak con- 
cerniug the energies of the gods 
about the world; as when conſider- 
ing Saturn the ſame as Time, and 
calling the parts of time the children 
of the univerſe, we aſſert that the 
children are devoured by their pa- 
rents. But we employ fables in an 


animaſtic mode when we contem- 


plate the energies of ſoul ; becauſe 


the intellections of our ſouls, though 


by a diſcurfive energy they proceed 


into other things, yet abide in their 
parents. Laſtly, fables are mate- 
rial, ſuch as the Egyptians igno- 


rantly employ, conſidering and call- 


ing corporeal natures divimties ; ſuch 


as Iſis, earth; Oſiris, humidity ; Ty- 


LES 


1 
phon, heat: or again, denominating 
Saturn, water; Adonis, fruits; and 
Bacchus, wine. And, indeed, to aſ- 
ſert that theſe are dedicated to the 
gods, in the ſame manner as herbs, 
ſtones, and animals, 1s the part of 
wiſe men; but to call them gods is 
alone the province of mad men; un- 
leſs we ſpeak in the ſame manner as 
when, from eſtabliſhed cuſtom, we 
call the orb of the Sun and its rays 
the Sun itſelf. But we may per- 
ceive the mixed kind of fables, as 
well in many other particulars, as 
in the fable which relates, that Diſ- 
cord at a banquet of the gods threw 
a golden apple, and that a diſpute 
about 1t ariſing among the goddefles, 


they were ſent by Jupiter to take the 
judgement of Paris, who, charmed 
with the beauty of Venus, gave her 


the apple in preference to the reſt. 
For in this fable the banquet denotes 


the ſupermundane powers of the 
gods; and on this account they ſub- 


fiſt in conjunction with each other: 
but the golden apple denotes the 
world, which, on account of its com- 


polition from contrary natures, is 
not improperly ſaid to be thrown by 
Diſcord, or ſtrife, But again, ſince 
different gifts are imparted to the 


world by different gods, they appear 


to conteſt with each other for the 
apple. And a ſoul living according 
to ſenſe, (for this is Paris) not per- 
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ceiving other powers iti the univerſe, 
aſſerts that the contended apple ſub- 
fiſts alone through the beauty of 
Venus. But of theſe ſpecies of fa- 
bles, ſuch as ate theological belong 
to philoſophers ; the phyficat and 
animaſtic to poets; but the mixed ke a 


 Hitiatory rites* (7exerais:) ſince the 


intention of all myſtie ceremonies is, 
to conjoin us with the world and the 
gods. But if it be requiſite to relate 
another fable, we may employ the 
following with advantage. It is faid 


that the mother of the gods perceĩv- 
ing Attis by the river Gallus, be- 


® 8 more concerning this ſpecies of fables in 
my Diſſertation on the Eleuſinian and Bacchie 
Myſteries. 


8-1] 

came in love with him, and having 
placed on him a ſtarry hat, lived 
afterwards with him in intimate fa- 
miliarity; but Attis falling in love 
with a Nymph, deſerted the mother 
of the gods, and entered into aſſoci- 
ation with the Nymph. Through 
this the mother of the gods cauſed 
Attis to become inſane, who cutting 
off his genital parts, left them with 
the nymph, and then returned again 
| to his priſtine connection with the 
Goddeſs. The mother of the gods 
then is the vivific goddeſs, and on 
this account is called mother: but 
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l 19 ] 
found by the river Gallus; for Gal- 
lus denotes the Galaxy, or milky 
circle, from which a paſſive body 
deſcends to the earth. But ſince 
primary gods perfect ſuch as are ſe- 
condary, the mother of the gods 
falling in love with Attis imparts to 
him celeſtial powers; for this is the 
meaning of the ſtarry hat. But At- 
tis loves a nymph, and nymphs pre- 
ſide over generation; for every thing 
in generation lows. But becauſe it 
is neceſſary that the flowing nature 
of generation ſhould be ſtopped, leſt 
ſomething worſe than things laſt 
ſhould be produced; in order to ac- 


compliſh this, the Demiurgus of 
generable and corruptible natures, 


C'S 


[ a } = 
ſending prolific powers into the 
realms of generation, is again con- 
joined with the gods *. But theſe 
things indeed never took place at 
any particular time, becauſe they 
have a perpetuity of ſubſiſtence: 
and intellect contemplates all things 
as ſubſiſting together; but diſcourſe 
conſiders this thing as firſt, and that 
as ſecond, in the order of exiſtence. 
Hence, ſince a fable moſt aptly cor- 
reſponds to the world, how is it 
poſſible that we, who are imitators 


of the world, can be more gracefully 


* This explanation of the fable is agreeable to 
that given by the Emperor Julian, in his Oration to 
the mother of the gods, my tranſlation of which 
let the reader conſult, 
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ornamented than by the aſſiſtance of 


fable ? For through this we obſerve 
a feſtive Day. And, in the firſt 
place, we ourſelves falling from the 
celeſtial regions, and affociating with 
a nymph, the ſymbol of generation, 
live immerſed in forrow, abſtaining 
from corn and other groſs and ſor- 
did aliment; fince every thing of 
this kind 1s contrary to the foul : 
afterwards, the inciſions of a tree 
and faſting ſucceed, as if we would 
amputate from our nature all farther 
progreſs of generation: at length we 
employ the nutriment of milk, as if 
paſſing by this means into a ſtate of 


regeneration : and laſthy, feſtivity 


L 22 


and crowns, and a re- aſcent, as it 
were, to the gods ſucceed.. But the 
truth of all this is confirmed by the 
time in which theſe ceremonies take 


place; for they are performed about 


ſpring and the equinoctial period, 


when natures in generation ceaſe to 


be any longer generated, and the 
days are more extended than the 
nights, becauſe this period is accom- 
modated to aſcending ſouls. But 
the rape of Proſerpine is fabled to 
have taken place about the oppoſite 
equinoctial; and this rape alludes to 
the deſcent of ſouls. And thus much 


concerning the mode of conſidering 


fables; to our diſcourſe on which 


2 ” 


ſubject, may both the gods and the : | 
ſouls of the writers of fables be pro- 
pitious. ; 


[ #4 ] 


CHAP. V. 
Concerning the firft Cauſe. 


AFTER this, it is requiſite that 
we ſhould know the firſt cauſe, and 
the orders of gods poſterior to the 
firſt, together with the nature of 
the world, of intellect, ſoul, and 
eſſence; likewiſe that we ſhould 
ſpeculate providence, fate, and for- 
tune, virtue and vice, and the good 


and evil forms of republics produced 


from theſe; and laſtly, that we 
ſhould conſider from whence evil 
crept into the world. And though 
each of theſe requires many and very 
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extended diſcourſes, yet there is no 
reaſon why we may not diſcuſs theſe 
ſubjects with brevity, leſt mankind 
ſhould be totally deſtitute of the 
knowledge they contain, It is ne- 
ceſſary, then, that the firſt cauſe 
ſhould be one; for the monad pre- 
ſides over all multitude, excelling all 
things in power and goodneſs, and 
on this account it is neceſſary that 
all things ſhould participate of its 


nature; for nothing can hinder its 


energies through power, and it will 
not ſeparate itſelf from any thing on 
account of the goodneſs which it 
poſſeſſes. But if the firſt cauſe were 
ſoul, all things would be animated ; 
if intelle&, all things would be in- 
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tellectual; if eſſence, all things would 
participate of eſſence; which laſt 


ſome perceiving to ſubſiſt in all 


things, have taken occaſion to de- 
nominate him eſſence. If then things 


had nothing beſides being, and did 


not alſo poſſeſs goodneſs, this aſſer- 
tion would be true ; but if beings 


ſubſiſt through goodneſs, and parti- 


cipate. of the good, it is neceſſary that 
the firſt cauſe ſhould be ſuper- eſſen- 
tial, and the good : but the truth of 
this is moſt eminently evinced in 
ſouls endued with virtue, and through 
good neglecting the care of their be- 
ing, when they expoſe themſelves 
to the moſt imminent dangers for 
their country or friends, or in the 


r 


( 8] 
cauſe of virtue. But after this in- 


effable power the orders of the gods 
ſucceed, 


55 | 


CHAP. VL 


Concerning the ſuper - mundane and 
mundane Gods. 


Burr of the gods ſome are mun- 
dane and others ſuper-mundane. I 
call thoſe mundane who fabricate 
the world: but of the ſuper-mun- 
dane, ſome produce eſſences, others 
intellect, and others foul; and on 
this account they are diſtinguiſhed 
into three orders, in diſcourſes con- 
cerning which orders, it is eaſy to 
diſcover all the gods. But of the 
mundane gods, ſome are the cauſes 


ef the world's exiſtence, others ani- 


1 9 ] 

mate the world; others again har- 
monize it, thus compoſed from dif- 
ferent natures; and others, laſtly, 
guard and preſerve it when harmo- 
nically arranged. And ſince theſe 
orders are four, and each conſiſts 
from things firſt, middle, and laſt, 
it is neceſſary that the diſpoſers of 
theſe ſhould be twelve: hence Ju- 
piter, Neptune, and Vulcan, fabri- 
cate the world; Ceres, Juno, and 
Diana, animate it; Mercury, Venus, 
and Apollo, harmonize it; and, laſt- 

ly, Veſta, Minerva, and Mars, pre- 
ſide over it with a guardian power *. 

* Such of my Engliſh readers as are eapable of 


aſcending to a knowledge of the gods, through a 
regular courſe of philoſophic diſcipline, may cone 


| 
| 
| 


N = — dap a. VE Cc print, * 
"i , . DENY 28 2 A 


—_—  ——  — ̃ ͤũ —— — — —  ————————————————————————— — ons GU LAUIE c92—> 1. na 
— 3 AE? p 27 N 7 * D «na. hat ——— 
n + - . 


301 

But the truth of this may be ſeen in 
ſtatues as in ænigmas: for Apollo 
harmonizes the lyre, Pallas is in- 
veſted with arms, and Venus is na- 


| ked; fince harmony generates beau- 


ty, and beauty is not concealed in 
objects of ſenſible inſpection. But 
ſince theſe gods primarily poſſeſs the 
world, it is neceſſary to conſider the 
other gods as ſubſiſting in theſe; as 
Bacchus in Jupiter, Eſculapius in 
Apollo, and the Graces in Venus. 
We may likewiſe behold the orbs 
with which they are connected; i. e. 


ſult my tranſlation of the Elements of Theology, 
by Proclus, my Introduction to the Parmenides of 
Plato, and my Notes on the Cratylus; where the 


orders of the gods are more fully unfolded. 


1 

Veſta with earth, Ne ptune with was 
ter, Juno with air, and Vulcan with 
fire. But the ſix ſuperior gods we 
denominate from general cuſtom 
for we aſſume Apollo and Diana for 
the ſun and moon; but we attribute 
the orb of Saturn to Ceres, æther to 
Pallas; and we aflert that heaven 1s 
common to them. all. The orders, 
therefore, powers, and ſpheres of 
the twelve gods, are thus unfolded 
by us, and celebrated as in a ſacred 
hymn, | 
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CHAP. VII. 


On the Nature and e of _ 
Morla. 


Ir is neceſſary that the world 
ſhould be incorruptible and unbegot - 
ten: incorruptible, for this being 
corrupted, it muſt either produce 
one better, or one worſe, or difors 
dered confufion; but if by corrup- 
tion it becomes worſe, its artificer 


muſt be evil, who thus changes it 


from better to worſe; but if it be- 


comes better, its artificer muſt be de- 
fective in power, becauſe he did not 
fabricate it better at firſt; but if 


1 
through corruption he changes it 
into the ſame ſtate as before, he la- 
bours in vain. And it is not lawful 
to aſſert that he changes it into no- 
thing but diſorder and confuſion : 
from all which it is ſufficiently evi- 
dent that the world is unbegotten : 
for if it be incapable of corruption, 
it is unbegotten ; ſince every thing 
generated 1s alſo corrupted. We may 
likewiſe add, that fince the world 
ſubſiſts through the goodneſs of di- 
vinity, it is neceſſary that divinity 
ſhould always be good, and the 
world perpetually endure: juſt in | 
the ſame manner as light is co- 
exiſtent with the ſun and fire, and 
the ſhadow with its forming body. 
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But of the bodies contained in the 
world, ſome imitate intellect, and 
revolve in a circle; but others ſoul, 
and are moved in a right line. And 
of thoſe. which are moved in a right 


line, fire and air, are impelled up- 
wards, but water and earth down- 
wards: but of thoſe which revolve. 


in a circle, the inerratic ſphere com- 
mences its motion from the eaſt, 
but the ſeven planets are carried in 
their orbits from the weſt. But of 


this there are many cauſes, among 
which the following is not the leaſt; 


that if there was but one rapid pe- 
riod of rhe orbs, generation would 


be imperfe& : but fince there is a 


12 
Wee, 


{WI 

diverſity of motion, it 1s alſo requi- 
ſite that there ſhould be a difference 
in the nature of bodies. It is, beſides 

this, neceſſary that a celeſtial body 
ſhould neither burn nor produce 
cold, nor generate any thing elſe 
which is the property of the four 
elements x. But ſince the world is 
a ſphere, which'the zodiac evinces, 
and in every ſphere the inferior part 
is the middle, for it is every way 
much diſtant from the ſurface; hence 
heavy bodies are impelled down- 
wards, and are driven to the earth : 
and all theſe indeed the gods fabri- 


For the reaſon of this, ſee my Introduction 
to the Timæus of Plato. 
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ſoul perpetually moves. And thus 
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the gods. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


Concerning Intellect and Soul; and that 
Soul is immortal. 
| al 
Bor there is a certain power ſu- 
bordinate to effence, but prior to 
ſoul ; from eſſence indeed deriving 
its being, but perfecting ſoul, in the 
fame manner as the ſun perfects 
corporeal fight. And of ſouls ſome 
are rational and immortal, but others 
irrational and mortal; and the firſt 
of theſe are produced from the firſt, 
but the ſecond from the ſecond or- 
ders of Gods. But, in the firſt place, 
let us inveſtigate the definition of 
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1 
foul. Soul then is that by which 
animated natures differ from ſuch 
as are inanimate ; but they differ 
through motion, ſenſe, phantaſy, 
and intelligence“. The irrational 


ſoul therefore is ſenſitive and phan- 


* In order to underſtand this diſtinction pro- 
perly, it is neceſſary to obſerve, that the gnoſtic 
powers of the ſoul are five in number, VIZ. intellect, 
cog itation, (Nav 5 opinion, phantaſy, ſenſe. Intellect 
is that power by which we underſtand ſimple ſelf- 
evident truths, called axioms, and are able to paſs 
into contact with ideas themſelves. But cogitation 
1s that power which forms and perfects arguments 
and reaſons. Opinion is that which knows the uni- 
verſal in ſenſible particulars, as that every man is a 
biped ; and the concluſion of cogitation, as that 
every rational ſoul is immortal ; but it only knows 
the ori, or that a thing is, but is perfectly ignorant 
of the Nori, or aby it is. And the phantaſy is that 


1 39 ) 
taſtic life; but the rational ſoul is 
that which rules over ſenſe and 
phantaſy, and uſes reaſon in its 


power which apprehends things cloathed with fi- 
gure, and may be called poghwriy ronowc, @ figured 
intelligence. And, laſtly, ſenſe is that power which 
is diſtributed about the organs of ſenſation; which 
is mingled with paſſion in its judgement of things, 
and apprehends that only which falls upon, and 
| agitates it externally, Again, the baſis of the ra- 
tional life is opinion; for the true man, or the 
rational ſoul, conſiſts of ztelle#, cogitation, and 
opinion ; but the ſummit of the irrational life is zhe 
pbantaſy. And opinion and phantaſy are connected 
with each other; and the irrational is filled. with 
powers from the rational life: ſo that the fititious 
man commences from the phantaſy ; under which 
deſire, like a many-headed ſavage beaſt, and anger, 
like a raging lion, ſubſiſt. 

But of theſe powers, intellect and ſenſe do not 


employ a reaſoning energy, on account of the 
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[ 40 ] 
energies, And the irrational ſoul 
indeed is ſubſervient to the corporeal 
paſſions ; for it deſires without rea- 


acuteneſs and ſuddenneſs of their perceptions. 
And with reſpect to cogitation, it either aſſumes 
the principles of reaſoning from intellect, which 
principles we call axioms; and in this caſe it 
produces demonſtrative reaſoning, the concluſions 
of which are always true, on account of the 
certainty of the axioms from which reaſon receives 
its increaſe : or the ſame cogitation converts itſelf 
to opinior, and deriving its principles from thence, 
forms dialectic reaſon, ſo called from its being em- 
ployed by men in common diſcourſe with each 
other; and hence its concluſions are not always 
true, becauſe opinion is ſometimes falſe : or, in the 
third place, cogitation conjoins itſelf with the phan- 
taſy, and in conſequence of this produces vicious 
reaſoning, which always embraces that which is 
falſe. 
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ſon, and is inflamed with anger : 
but the rational ſoul through the 
aſſiſtance of reaſon deſpiſes the body, 
and contending with the irrational 
ſoul, when it conquers, produces 
virtue, but when it is conquered, 
vice. But it is neceſſary that the 
rational ſoul ſhould be immortal, 
becauſe it knows the gods; for no- 
thing mortal knows that which is 
immortal. Beſides this, it deſpiſes 
human concerns, as foreign from 
its nature, and has a diſpoſition con- 
trary to bodies, as being itſelf incor- 
poreal. Add too, that when the 
body with which a ſoul is connected 
is beautiful and young, then the 


42 ] 
ſoul is oppreſſed and its vigour dimi- 
niſhed ; but when this grows old, 
the ſoul revives, and increaſes in 
ſtrength and vigour. And every 
worthy ſoul uſes intelle& ; but in- 
tellect is not generated by body; 
for how can things deſtitute of in- 
tellect generate intellect ? But em- 
ploying the body as an inſtrument, 
it does not ſubſiſt in body: in the 
| fame manner as no artificer of ma- 
chines ſubſiſts in his machines ; and 
yet many of theſe, without any one 
touching them, are moved from 

place to place. But we ought not 
to wonder if the rational ſoul is 
often led aſtray by the body; for 
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arts themſelves when their inſtru- | 
ments are damaged are incapable | 
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CHAP. IX. 


Concerning Providence, Fate, and 
Fortune. 


FROM hence alſo we may per- 
ceive the providence of the gods; 
for how could order be inſerted in 
the world if there be no one who 
diſtributes it in order? From whence 
too could all things be produced for 
the ſake of fomething ; as, for in- 
ſtance, the irrational ſoul that there 
„ might be ſenſe; the rational, that 
By the earth might be adorned ? From 
2 natural effects likewiſe we may per- 
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1 
ceive the operations of providence *: 
for it has conſtructed the eyes of a 
diaphanous nature for the purpoſe 
of ſeeing; but the noſtrils above the 
mouth, that we might diſtinguiſh 
diſagreeable ſmells : and of the teeth, 


the middle are faſhioned ſharp, for 


the purpoſe of cutting, but thoſe 
ſituated in the more interior part of 
the mouth are broad, for the pur- 
poſe of bruiſing the aliment in pieces. 
And thus we may perceive in all 


things, that nothing is conſtructed 


without reaſon and deſign. But 
ſince ſo much providence is diſplayed 


See more on this intereſting ſubject in my 
tranſlation of Plotinus on Providence. 1 
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L 
in the laſt of things, it is impoſſible 
that it ſhould not ſubſiſt in ſuch as 
are firſt : | beſides, divinations, and 
the healing of bodies, take place 
from the beneficent providence of 
the gods. And it is neceſſary to be- 
lieve that a ſimilar concern about 
the world is exerted by the gods, 
without either expecting reward, or 
enduring labour in the exertion; but 
that as bodies endued with power, 
produce effentially, or by their very 
eſſence, that which they produce; 
as the ſun illuminates and heats by 
that which he is alone; ſo the pro- 
vidence of the gods, by a much 
greater reaſon, without labour and 


difficulty to itſelf, confers good on 
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the ſubjects of its providential exer- 

tions. So that by this: means the 
objections of the Epicureans againſt 
providence are diſſolved: for, ſay 
they, that which is divine is neither 
the cauſe of moleſtation to itſelf nor 
to others. And ſuch is the incor- 
poreal providence of the gods about 
bodies and ſouls. But the benefi- 
cent exertion of the gods reſulting 
from, and ſubſiſting in, bodies, is 
different from the former, and is 


called fate, becauſe its ſeries is more 


apparent in bodies ; and for the ſake 
of which alſo the mathematical art 
was invented. That human affairs 
therefore, and particularly a corpo- 
real nature, are not only directed by 
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( 48 ] 
the gods, but from divine bodies 
alſo, is highly conſonant to reaſon 
and truth; and hence reaſon dic- 
tates, that health and ſickneſs, proſ- 
perous and adverſe fortune, proceed 
from theſe according to every one's 
particular deſerts. But to refer injuſ- 
tice and crimes committed through 
laſciviouſneſs and wantonneſs to fate, 
leaves us indeed good, but the gods 
evil and baſe: unleſs ſome one ſhould | 
endeavour to remove this conſe- 
quence, by replying, that every 
thing which the world contains, and 
whatever has a natural ſubſiſtence, 
is good, but that the nature which 
is badly nouriſhed, or which is of a 
more imbecil condition, changes the 
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(a7 
good proceeding from fate into ſome- 
thing worſe; juſt as the ſun, though 
it is good itſelf, becomes noxious to 
the blear-eyed and feveriſh. For on 
what account do the Maſſagetæ de- 
vour their parents, the Hebrews uſe 
circumciſion, and the Perſians pre- 
ſerve their nobility ? But how can 
aſtrologers call Saturn and Mars 
noxious, and yet again celebrate 
theſe planets as beneficent, by aſ- 
ſerting that philoſophy, kingdoms, 
and military command, are their 
gifts? If they aſſign triangles and 
{ſquares as the cauſe, it is abſurd that 


human virtue ſhould every where 


remain the ſame, but that the gods 
ſhould be ſubje&t to mutation from 
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diverſity. of places. But that nobi- 

lity or ignobility of parents may be 
predicted from the ſtars, ſhews that 
they do not produce all things, but 
on y ſignify ſome, by their different 
ſituations and aſpects; for how can 
things which ſubfiſted prior to ge- 
neration be produced from genera- 

tion ? As therefore providence and 

: fate ſubſiſt about nations and cities, 
| as likewiſe about every individual 
of human kind, ſo alſo fortune, 

about which it is now requiſite to 

ſpeak. Fortune, therefore, muſt be 

| conſidered as a power of the gods, 
ir diſpoſing things differing from each 
other, and happening contrary to 
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TY 
expectation, to beneficent purpoſes ; 
and on this account it is proper that 


cities ſhould celebrate this goddeſs 


in common; ſince every city is com- 
poſed from different particulars. But 
this goddeſs holds her dominion in 
ſublunary concerns, ſince every 
thing fortuitous is excluded from 
the regions above the moon. But if 
the evil enjoy proſperous fortune, 


and the worthy are oppreſſed with 


* Fortune may likewiſe be defined, that deific 
diſtribution which cauſes every thing to fill up the 
lot aſſigned to it, by the condition of its being; 
and as that divine power which congregates all 
ſublunary cauſes, and enables them to confer on 
ſublunary effects that particular good which their 
nature and merits eminently deſerve, 


want, there is nothing wonderful 


* 


. 


ſpe 
ſider riches as all th 


but they are deſpiſed by the latter. 


And beſides th 
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e 3 27 
Concerning Virtue and Vice. 


Bur in diſcourſing on the ſoul it 
is requiſite to ſpeak of virtue and 
vice; for while the irrational ſoul 
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proceeding into bodies immediately 
produces anger and deſire, the ra- 
tional ſoul prefiding over theſe, 
cauſes the whole ſoul to receive a 
tripartite diviſion, viz. into reaſon, 
anger, and deſire. But the virtue of 
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reaſon is prudence, of anger, forti- 
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tude; of deſire, temperance; and of 
the whole ſoul, juſtice. For it is 


requiſite that reaſon ſhould judge 
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what is fit and becoming; that an- 
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ger, liſtening to the perſuaſions of 

reaſon, ſhould deſpiſe things ap- 

parently horrible ; and: that defire 
4 ſhould purſue that which is attended 
Ii with treaſon, and not that which 18 
1 apparently pleaſant. And when the 
i | parts of the ſoul are in this condi- 
tion, a juſt life is the reſult: for 
Juſtice reſpecting poſſeſſions is but a 
{mall part of virtue. Hence in well- 


educated men you will perceive all 
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theſe in amicable conjunction; but 


in the uncultivated, one 1s bold and 
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unjuſt; another temperate and fool- 


iſh; and another prudent and in- 
temperate : all which you cannot 
13 call virtues, becauſe they are deſti- 
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tute of reaſon, imperfect, and be- 
long to certain irrational animals. 
But vice is to be conſidered from 
contraries ; for the vice of reaſon is 
folly ; of anger, fear; of deſire, in- 
temperance; and of the whole ſqul, 
injuſtice. But virtues are produced 
from an upright polity, and from a 
well-ordered education and inſtruc- 


tion; but vices from an oppoſite 


proceſs. 
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C HAP. XI. 
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Concerning a good and depraved Polity. 


ee 


Bur the forms of polities are pro- 
duced according to the triple diviſion 
it of the ſoul; for the rulers are aſſi- 

| milated to reaſon, the ſoldiers to 
f anger, and the common people to 


rere — 


* deſire. Hence, when all things are 
fl adminiſtered according to reaſon, and 


i he who is the beſt of all men poſ- 
f ſeſſes dominion, then a kingdom is 
| produced : but when, from reaſon and 
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ariſtocracy is produced: but where 
government is carried on through 
deſire, and honours ſubſiſt with a 
view to poſſeſſions, ſuch a polity is 
called a timocracy ; and that polity 
which takes place in oppoſition to a 
kingdom 1s called a tyranny ; for 
the former adminiſters every thing, 


but the latter nothing, according to 


reaſon. But an oligarchy, or the 


dominion of a few, is contrary to an 


ariſtocracy ; becauſe in the former, 
not the beſt, but a few only, and 
thoſe the worſt, govern the city. 
And laſtly, a democracy is oppoſed 
to a timocracy ; becauſe in the for- 
mer, not ſuch as abound in riches, 
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CHAP. XII. 


From whence Evils originate, and that 
there is not a nature of Evil. 


Bur how came evil into the world, 
ſince the gods are good, and the pro- 
ducing cauſes of all things? And, 
in the firſt place, we ought to aſſert 
that ſince the gods are good, and the 
authors of all things, there is not 
any nature of evil, but that it is 
produced by the abſence of good ; 
juſt as darkneſs is of itſelf nothing, 
but is produced by the privation of 
light. But if evil has any ſubſiſ- 
tence, it muſt neceſſarily ſubſiſt 
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either in the gods or in intellects, in 
ſouls or in bodies: but it cannot 
ſubſiſt in the gods, ſince every god 
is good. And if any one ſhould ſay 
that intellect is evil, he muſt at the 
ſame time aſſert that intellect is de- 
prived of intellect: but if ſoul, he 
muſt affirm that ſoul is worſe than 
body; for every body, conſidered ac- 
cording to itſelf, 1s without evil. 


But if they aſſert that evil ſubſiſts 
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i from ſoul and body conjoined, it 
5 will certainly be abſurd, that things 
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evil, ſhould become evil from their 
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conjunction with each other. But 
if any one ſhould ſay that dæmons 
are evil, we reply, that if they poſ- 
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ſeſs their power from the gods they 
will not be evil; but if from ſome- 
thing elſe, then the gods will not 
be the authors of all things: and if 
the gods do not produce all things, 
either they are willing but not able, 
or they are able but not willing ; 
but neither of theſe can be aſcribed 
with any propriety to a god. And 
from hence it is manifeſt that there 
is nothing in the world naturally 
evil; but about the energies of men, 
and of theſe not all, nor yet always, 
evil appears. Indeed, if men were 
guilty through evil itſelf, nature 
herſelf would be evil; but if he 
who commits adultery conſiders the 
adultery as evil, but the plea- 
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ſure connected with it as good ; if 
he who 1s guilty of homicide con- 
ſiders the ſlaughter as evil, but the 
riches reſulting from the ' deed as 
good; and if he who brings deſtruc- 
tion on his enemies conſiders the de- 
ſtruction as evil, but taking revenge 
on an enemy as good; and ſouls are 
by this means guilty; hence evils 
will be produced through goodneſs, 
juſt as while light is abſent darkneſs 
is produced, which at the ſame time 
has no ſubſiſtence in the nature of 
things. The ſoul therefore becomes 
guilty becauſe it deſires good, but it 
wanders about good becauſe it is not 
the firſt eſſence. But that it may 
not wander, and that when it does 
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ſo, proper remedies may be applied, 
and it may be reſtored, many things 
have been produced by the gods; 
for arts and ſciences, virtues and 
prayers, ſacrifices and initiations, 


laws and polities, judgements and 
puniſhments, were invented for the 
purpoſe of preventing ſouls from 
falling into guilt; and even when 
they depart from the preſent body, 


expiatory gods and demons purify 


them from guilt. 
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CONCERNING the gods there- 
fore, the world, and human affairs, 
what has been ſaid may be ſufficient 
for ſuch as are not able to be led 
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The Platonic philoſophy makes a juſt and 
beautiful diſtinction between To ar , the perpetual, 


and To awnor, the eternal. For the eternal,” ſays 
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« ſubſiſting in a preſent abiding now: but ze per- 
* zetual ſubſiſts indeed always, but is beheld in 
«4 the three parts of time, the paſt, preſent, and 
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upwards through the aſſiſtance of 
philoſophy, and yet do not poſſeſs 
incurable ſouls. It now remains 


that we ſpeak concerning natures 


his being unconnected with time; but we do not 
„ denominate him perpetual, becauſe he does not 
4 ſubſiſt in time.“ Xen Je nas Touro en &Yvoeiv, r. 
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p. 32. Hence the world may be properly called 
ferpetual, but not eternal, as Boethius well ob- 
ſerves; and the philoſopher Salluſt well knowing 
this diſtinction, uſes, with great accuracy, the 
word perpetual in this chapter inſtead of the word 


eternal. 
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l 
which were never generated nor fe- 
parated from one another; fince we 
have already obſerved, that fecondary 
are produced from primary natures. 
Every thing which is generated is 
either generated by art, or by na- 
ture, or according to power. It is 
neceflary therefore that every thing 
operating according to nature or art 
ſhould be prior to the things pro- 
duced; but that things operating 
according to power, ſhould have 
their productions co-exiſtent with 
themſelves; ſince they likewiſe poſ- 
ſeſs an inſeparable power: juſt as 
the ſun produces light co-exiſtent 
with itſelf; fire, heat; and ſnow, 
coldneſs. If therefore the gods pro- 
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duced the world by art, they would 
not cauſe it ſimply to be, but to be 
in ſome particular manner for all 
art prod uces form. From whence 
therefore does the world derive its 
being? If from nature, ſince * na- 
ture in fabricating imparts ſome- 
thing of itſelf to its productions 
and the gods are incorporeal, it is 
neceſſary that the world (the off- 
ſpring of the gods) ſhould be incor- 
poreal. But if any one ſays that 
the gods are corporeal, from whence 
does the power of incorporeals origi- 
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1 
nate? And beſides, if this be ad- 
mitted, the world being corrupted, 
its artificer alſo muſt neceſfarily be 
corrupted, on the hypotheſis that 
he operates according to nature. It 
remains therefore that the gods pro- 
duced the world by power alone; 
but every thing generated by power, 
ſubſiſts together with the cauſe con- 
taining this power: and hence pro- 
ductions of this kind cannot be de- 
ſtroyed unleſs the producing cauſe 
is deprived of power. So that thofe 
who ſubject the world to corrup- 
tion *, plainly deny that there are 


gods; or if they aſſert that there are 


* Meaning the Chriſtians. 
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[ 69 J 
gods, they deprive divinity of power. 
He therefore who produced all things 
through power, cauſed all things to 
be co-exiſtent with himſelf, And 
ſince this power is the greateſt poſ- 
fible, not only men and animals 
were produced, but alſo gods and 


dæmons. And as much as the firſt 


god differs from our nature, by ſo 


much is it neceſſary that there 
ſhould be more powers ſituated be- 
tween us and him *; for all natures 
which are much diſtant from each 
other poſſeſs a multitude of con- 


necting mediums. 


For. a more ample confirmation of the neceſſity 
that there ſhould be gods poſterior to the firſt, ſee 
p. 263 of my Introduction to the Parmenides. 
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appeaſed with gifts; for they he 
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CHAP. XIV. 
Horb the Gods who are Hmmtrable are 
fail in be angry and appiaſed. 


Bur if any one thinking agreeable 


to reaſon and truth, that the gods 
are immutable, doubts how they 
rejoice in the good, but are averſe 
from the evil; and how they become 
angry with the guilty, but are ren- 
dered propitious by proper cultiva- 
tion; we reply, that divinity neither 
rejoices; for that which rejoices is 
alſo influenced by ſorrow: nor is 


angry; for anger is a paſſion: nor is 


J 
would be influenced by delight. 

Nor is it lawful that a divine nature 
ſhould be well or ill affected from 
human concerns for the divinities 
are perpetually good and profitable, 
but are never noxious, and ever ſub- 
ſiſt in the ſame uniform mode of 
being. But we, when we are good, 
are conjoined with the gods through 
ſimilitude; but when evil, we are 
ſeparated from them through diſ- 
ſimilitude. And while we live ac- 
cording to virtue, we partake of the 
gods, but when we become evil we 
| cauſe them to become our enemies ; 
not that they are angry, but becauſe 
guilt prevents us from receiving the 


illuminations of the gods, and ſub- 
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[ 8.2 
jects us to the power of avenging 
dæmons. But if we obtain pardon 
of our guilt through prayers and 
ſacrifices, we neither appeaſe nor 
cauſe any mutation to take place in 
the gods; but by methods of this 
kind, and by our converſion to a di- 
vine nature, we apply a remedy to 
our vices, and again become par- 
takers of the goodneſs of the gods. 
So that it is the ſame thing to aſſert 
that divinity is turned from the evil, 
as to ſay that the ſun is concealed 
from thoſe who are deprived of ſight. 


( 


CHAP. XV. 


Why we honour the Gods, who are 
not indigent of any Thing. 


From hence we are preſented 


with a ſolution of the doubts con- 


cerning ſacrifices and other particu- 


lars relative to the cultivation of 


divinity ; for that which is divine is 
not indigent of any thing. But the 


honours which we pay to the gods, 


are performed for the ſake of our 
advantage: and ſince the providence 


of the gods is every where extended, 
a certain habitude, or fitneſs, is all 


DP : 
—* eee *.. 9 , 


A W - > = * 
, 223 FEY us 2 * — — n £ 
. Ae * * - 7 6 22282 — — — 3 
* — N b 2 - IC pt. 4 bs 2 — 1 = 6 * 
— ADSe: e 8 T e 3 * = —_ — — — 
—— 5 9 — DI Rn} 5 > SXVES EEE 2 opt : ts 3 5 D el 
— 2 . A+ — 9 5 eee e - — — 
£ N | > Ne 8 _ 
8 * * 27 . 2— — 


N 


—_— 
r 
— 


— — r a SiS 


CE OY 
— ä 
rr 
5 1 
* 
— 
Thy 
* 


agd 
— 
— 


. Sh * EGS 
GEES 


— 
SIS 
—— coy — 


r 
= 


x Yak —— 


2. ͤ ET PTA 
* 


4 IT 
« b 4 * . LCF bs 
<5 ccc — * > 
, l ba. . * * 2— 
, 2 — . 


C4 
** 


- 
# 
x 
r 
* * 0 — 
. LS CAT 
* — 7 Le * « > 


_- * * os 2 * 
— 4 OY . 


[ 66 1 
that is requiſite in order to re- 
ceive their beneficent communica- 
tions. But all habitude is produced 
through imitation and ſimilitude; 
and hence temples imitate the hea- 
vens, but altars the earth; ſtatues 
reſemble life, and on this account 


they are ſimilar to animals; and 


prayers imitate that which is intel- 
lectual; but characters, ſuperior in- 
effable powers; herbs and ſtones 
reſemble matter; and animals which 
are ſacrificed, the irrational life of 
our ſouls. But from all theſe no- 
thing happens to the gods beyond 
what they already poſſeſs; for what 
acceſſion can be made to a divine 


2 
8 


” | | 


nature? But a conjunction with our 


| ſouls and the gods is by this means 


produced, | 
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CHAP. XVI. 


hp 4 — APA 9% + 


Concerning Sacrifices and other Ho- 
nours which are of no Advantage 
40% the Gods, but are uſeſul to Men. 


— — —— + we a” 
- y — 
* — —— . . . r 
222 5 — — — * — 


2 
A 


Let 


. S-,- + vx —_y _ - oy 1 ar 
2 D PPP = 
. rr 
0 — * . ee ee 
re rs p 
— —— — 


” 
SF. 
* 


En 


WII aw 


— SI - * — — — *. — N 
r — 7.7 : 33 F < * : r r an ame 5 r 
2 ah — —.— . 8 —— 1 oo rn r 8 i 
x UE 5 — © 7 — Lg = ona > 2 ——— ——— . = 
3 SS $ wn ee 5 = — — — ne — — — — 2 - 
5 225 r 8 . — 2 * * IR e 
— þ * 9 25 * 2 


Bur I think it will be proper to 
add a few things concerning ſacri- 
fices. And, in the firſt place, ſince 
we poſſeſs every thing from the 
gods, and it is but juſt to offer the 
firſt fruits of gifts to the givers; 
hence, of our poſſeſſions we offer 
the firſt fruits through conſecrated 
gifts; of our bodies, through orna- 
ments; and of our life, through ſa- 
erifices. Beſides, without ſacrifices 
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L927 21 
prayers are words only; but accom- 
panied with ſacrifices they become 
animated words; the words indeed 
corroborating life, but life animating a 
the words. Add too that the felicity 
of every thing 1s its proper perfec- 
tion; but the proper perfection of 
every thing conſiſts in a conjunction 
with its cauſe : and on this account 
we pray that we may be conjoined 
with the gods. Since therefore life 
primarily ſubſiſts in the gods, and 


there is alſo a certain human life, 


but the latter deſires to be united 


with the former, a medium is re- 
quired ; for natures much diſtant 
trom each other cannot be conjoined 


without a medium; and it is neceſ- 


n n T 


[ © 


ſary that the medium ſhould be 
ſimilar to the connected natures. 
Life therefore muſt neceſſarily be 


the medium of life; and hence men 


of the preſent day, that are happy, 
and all the ancients, have ſacrificed 
animals; and this indeed not raſhly, 
but in a manner accommodated to 
every god, with many other cere- 
monies reſpecting the cultivation of 
divinity. And thus much concern- 
ing ſacrifices and the worſhip of the 


gods. 


TI 


CHAP. XVII. 


That the World is naturally incorrup- 
tible. 


'THarT the gods will never deſtroy 
the world has been already aſſerted; 
but the order of diſcourſe requires 
that we ſhould now prove that it is 
naturally incorruptible ; for what- 
ever is corrupted is either corrupted 
from itſelf or. from ſome other na- 
ture. If therefore the world is cor- 
rupted from itſelf, fire muſt neceſ- 
ſarily burn itſelf, and water conſume 
itſelf by dryneſs : but if the world 
may be corrupted by another, it 


LI 


muſt either be from body or from 


that which 1s incorporeal. But it is 
impoſſible that this can be effected 


from that which is incorporeal; for 
incorporeals, ſuch as nature and 
ſoul, preſerve corporeal ſubſtances; 
and nothing is deſtroyed by that 
which naturally preſerves. But if 


M the world may be corrupted by 
* body, it muſt either be from the 
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which move in a circle muſt deſtroy 
thoſe moving in a right line, or thoſe 


moving in a right line, ſuch as cir- 


cularly revolve. But nothing mov- 


ing in a circle has a corruptible na- 
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FE 
ture; for why do we never ſee any 
thing of this kind corrupted ? And 
things proceeding in a right line 
cannot reach thoſe revolving in an 
orb; for if this were poſſible, why 
have they never been able to accom- 
pliſh this to the preſent day ? But 
neither can the natures which are 
moved in a right line be deſtroyed 
by each other; for the corruption 
of one 15 the generation of the other; 
and this is not deſtruction, but mu- 
tation alone. But if the world may 
be corrupted by other bodies than 
thoſe which it contains, it is impoſ- 
ſible to tell from whence theſe bo- 
dies were generated, or in what 


place they at preſent exiſt. Beſides, 
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82 
whatever is corrupted, is either cor- 
rupted in form or matter; but form 
is figure, and matter is body. And 
when forms are corrupted, but the 
matter remains, then we perceive 
that ſomething elſe is generated: 
but if matter may be corrupted, how 
comes it to paſs that it has not failed 
in ſo great a number of years ? But 
if inſtead of the corrupted natures 
others are produced, they are either 
generated from beings or from non- 
beings ; and if from beings, ſince 
theſe remain perpetually, matter 
alſo muſt be eternal : but if beings 
(or the things which are) ſuffer 
corruption, the authors of this hy- 
potheſis muſt affert, that not only 
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the world, but all things, will be 
corrupted. But if matter is genera- 


ted from non-beings, in the firſt 


place, it is impoſſible that any thing 


can be generated from non-beings : 


and even if this were poſſible, and 


matter could be thus produced, as 
long as non-being ſubſiſts matter 
would continue in exiſtence - and 
non-beings can never be deſtroyed. 
And if they ſay that matter is with= 


out form, in the firſt place, why 


does this happen not according to'a 


part, but to the whole world? And 


in the next place, bodies themſelves 
would not be deſtroyed, but only 
their beauty. Beſides, whatever is 
corrupted is either diſſolved into the 
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natures from which it conſiſts, or 
vaniſhes into non- entity; but if it 
be diſſolved into the natures from 
which it is compoſed, others again 
will be produced: for on what ac- 


count was it produced at firſt? But 


if beings paſs into that which is not, 
what ſhould hinder this from hap- 


pening to divinity itſelf ? If power 


prevents, it is not the property of 
power to preſerve itſelf alone : and, 
by a ſimilar reaſon, it is impoſſible 


that beings ſhould be generated from 
non-beings, and that they ſhould 
vaniſh into non- entity. Likewiſe it 
is neceflary that the world, if it may 
be corrupted, ſhould either be cor- 


rupted according or contrary to na- 
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ture. But if 1t may be corrupted ac- 


cording to nature, then, on account 


of its paſt and preſent continuance 


in being, it would poſſeſs that which 


is contrary, prior to that which is 


agreeable, to nature; but if con- 
trary to nature, then it is requiſite 
that there ſhould be ſome other na- 
ture which may change the nature 
of the world; and which is no where 
apparent. Beſides, whatever 1s ca- 
pable of being naturally corrupted, 
we alſo are able to deſtroy ; but no 
one has ever deſtroyed or changed 
the circular body of the world; 
while, on the other hand, we can 
change, but cannot deſtroy, an ele- 


mentary body. And, laſtly, what- 
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ever may be corrupted 1s changed 
and grows old by time; but through 
ſuch an extended ſucceſſion of ages, 
the- world has remained without 
mutation. And having ſaid thus 
much to thoſe who require on this 
ſubje& ſtronger demonſtrations, we 
earneſtly ſupplicate the world to be 
propitious to our undertaking. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 


My Sacrifices are performed, and 
that Divinity cannot be injured. 


Bur impiety, which invades ſome 


places of the earth ®, and which will 


often. ſubſiſt in future, ought not to 
give any diſturbance to the worthy 
mind; for things of this kind do 


not affect, nor can religious honours 


be of any advantage to the gods; 


and the ſoul, from its middle nature, 


is not always able to purſue that 


* The philoſopher alludes here to the Chriſtian 


religion, 
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1 
which is right. Nor can the whole 
world participate in a ſimilar manner 
of the providence of the gods ; but 
ſome of its parts enjoy this eter- 
nally and others according to time; 
ſome poſſeſs this primarily and 
others in a ſecondary degree: juſt as 
the head perceives from all the 
ſenſes, but the whole body from 
one alone. And on this account, as 
it appears to me, thoſe who inſti- 
tuted feſtive days, appointed alſo 
ſuch as are inauſpicious ; during 
which ſome particulars belonging to 
ſacred rites are omitted, and others 
are ſhut up ; but ſuch things as ex- 
piate the imbecillity of our nature 
deprive certain particulars of their 


1 

peculiar ornament. Beſides it is not 
improbable that impiety is a ſpecies 
of puniſhment; for thoſe who have 


known, and at the ſame time deſ- 


piſed the gods, we may reaſonably 


ſuppoſe will, in another life, be de- 
prived of the knowledge of their 
nature. And thoſe who have ho- 
noured their proper ſovereigns as 
gods, ſhall be cut off from the divi- 
nities, as the puniſhment of their 


1mpliety. 
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CHAP, . 


Why Offenders are not immediately 
puniſhed. 


Nor ought we to wonder if not 
only offenders of this kind, but like- 
wiſe others, are not immediately 
puniſhed for their guilt ; for there 
are not only dæmons who puniſh 
offending ſouls, but ſouls alſo inflict 


puniſhment on themſelves; and it 


is not proper that ſuch as are calcu- 
lated, through the enormity of their 
guilt, to ſuffer for the whole of time, 
ſhould be puniſhed in a ſmall part of 
time. Beſides it is requiſite that 


1 921 
there ſhould be ſuch a thing as hu- 
man virtue: but if the guilty were 
immediately puniſhed, men, from 
being juſt through fear, would no 


longer be virtuous. But ſouls are 


puniſhed on their departure from 


the preſent body; ſome by wander- 
ing about this part of the earth, 
others in certain of its hot or cold 
regions, and others are tormented 
by avenging dæmons. But univer- 
ſally the rational ſoul ſuffers puniſh- 
ment in conjunction with the irra- 
tional ſoul, the partner of its guilt; 
and through this that ſhadowy 
body“ derives its ſubſiſtence, which 


* See my Introduction to, and tranſlation of, 
Plato's Phædo. 


92 
is beheld about ſepulchres, and eſ- 
pecially about the tombs of ſuch as 
have lived an abandoned life. 
| | 


133 
CHAP. XX. 


Concerning the Tranſmigration of Souls; 
and how rational are ſaid to be car- 


ried in irrational Natures. 


Bur the tranſmigrations of ſouls, 
if they take place into ſuch as are 
rational, then they become the ſouls 
of particular bodies if into ſuch as 
are irrational, they follow exter- 
nally, in the ſame manner as our 
preſiding demons attend us in their 


beneficent operations “; for the ra- 


This beautiful doctrine, which ſeems to have 
originated from Syrianus and Proclus, was univer- 
fally adopted by all the ſuccecding Platoniſts, 


1 94 ] 
tional part never becomes the ſoul 
of the irrational nature. But the 
truth of tranſmigration 1s evinced 
by the circumſtances which take 
place from the birth of individuals ; 
for why are ſome born blind, others 
imbecil, and others with a vicious 
ſoul ? And beſides, fince ſouls are 
naturally adapted to perform their 
peculiar employments in bodies, it 
15 not proper that when they have 
once deſerted them they ſhould 
remain indolent for ever; for if 
ſouls did not return again into bo- 
dies, 1t 1s neceſſary that either they 
ſhould be infinite in number, or 
that others ſhould be continually 
produced by the divinity. But there 
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can be nothing actually infinite in 
the world; for that which is infinite 
can never exiſt in that which is 
finite. But neither is it poſſible that 
others can be produced for every 
thing in which ſomething new may 
be generated is neceſſarily imper- 
fect; but it is requiſite that the 
world ſhould be perfect, becauſe it 
is produced from a perfect nature. 
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CHAP. XXI. 


That both in this Life, and when they 
depart from it, the good will be 
happy. | 


Burr fouls that live according to 
virtue ſhall, in other reſpects, be 
happy ; and when ſeparated from 
the irrational nature, and purified 
from all body, ſhall be conjoined 
with the gods, and govern the whole 
world, together with the deities by 
whom it was produced. And, in- 
deed, though nothing of this kind 
ſhould happen to the ſoul, yet vir- 
tue herſelf, and the pleaſure and 
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[ 7] 
glory reſulting from virtue, together 
with a life free from ſorrow, and 
ficient to produce felicity in thoſe 
a life wholly conformable to virtue 
H 


who chuſe, and are able to purſue, 
itſelf, 


ſubjection to others, would be ſuf- 
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 PYTHAGORIC SENTENCES. 
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DEMOPHILUS. 
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RrqQUEST not of the divinity 
ſuch things as when obtained you 
cannot preſerve; for no gift of div1- 


nity can ever be taken away; and 


on this account he does not confer 
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that which you are unable to retain. 
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Be vigilant in your intellectual 
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part; for ſleep about this has an 
affinity with real death. 


[102 ] 

Divinity ſends evil to men, not 
as being influenced by anger, but 
for the ſake of purification“; for 
anger 1s foreign from divinity, ſince 
it ariſes from circumſtances taking 
place contrary to the will : but no- 
thing contrary to the will can hap- 


pen to a god. 


When you deliberate whether or 
not you ſhall injure another, you 
will previouſly ſuffer the evil your- 
ſelf which you intended to commit: 
but neither muſt you expect any 


good from the evil; for the manners 


* The original is «yvon%«, but it ſhould doubt- 


leſs be ayviv9us, agreeable to our tranſlation, 


WOW 
of every one are corre} pondent to 
his life and actions: for every ſoul 
is a repoſitory ; that which is good, 
of things good, and that which 1s 
evil, of things depraved. 


After long conſultation, engage 


either in ſpeaking or acting; for 
you have not the ability to recall 
either your. diſcourſes or deeds. . 


Divinity does not principally eſ- 


teem the tongue, but the deeds of 


the wiſe; for a wiſe man, even when 


he is ſilent, honours divinity, 


A loquacious and ignorant man, 


both in prayer and ſacrifice, con- 
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[206 1 
taminates a divine nature : the wiſe 
man therefore is alone a prieſt, is 
alone the friend of divinity, and 


only knows how to pray. 


The wiſe man being ſent hither 
naked, ſhould naked invoke him by 
whom he was ſent; for he alone is 
heard by divinity who is not bur- 


thened with foreign concerns. 


It 1s impoſſible to receive from di- 


vinity any gift greater than virtue *. 


Gifts and victims confer no ho- 


nour on the divinity, nor is he 


* Becauſe virtue is the perfection of life, and 


the proper perfection of any being is the felicity of 
that being. 


8s 
adorned with offerings ſuſpended in 
temples ; but a ſoul divinely inſpired, 
ſolidly conjoins us with divinity ; 
for it is neceſſary that like ſhould 
approach to like. 


It is more painful to be ſubſer- 
vient to paſhons than to tyrants 


themſelves, 


It is better to converſe more with 
yourſelf than with others. 


If you are always careful to re- 
member, that in whatever place 
either your ſoul or body accom- 
pliſhes any deed, divinity is preſent 


as an inſpector of your conduct; in 
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{ 7606 1 
all your diſcourſes and actions you 
will venerate the preſence of an in- 
ſpector from whom nothing can be 
concealed, and will at the ſame time 


poſſeſs divinity as an intimate aſ- 


ſociate. 


Believe that you are furious and 
inſane, in proportion as you are 1g- 


norant of yourſelf. 


It is neceſſary to ſearch for thoſe 
wives and children which will re- 
main after a liberation from the 


preſent life. 


The ſelf-ſufficient and needy phi- 
loſopher lives a life truly ſimilar to 


1 
divinity, and conſiders the non- poſ- 
ſeſſion of external and unneceſſary 
goods as the greateſt wealth; for the 
acquiſition of riches ſometimes in- 
flames deſire ; but not to act in any 
reſpect unjuſtly is ſufficient to the 
enjoyment of a bleſſed life. 


True goods are never produced 
by indolent habits. 


Eſteem that to be eminently good, 
which, when communicated to an- 
other, will be increaſed to yourſelf“. 


Eſteem thoſe to be eminently 


And this is the caſe with intellectual goods. 
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1 no8 1 
your friends, who affiſt your ſoul 
rather than your body. 


Confider both the praiſe and re- 
proach of every fooliſh perſon as 
ridiculous, and the whole life of an 


ignorant man as a diſgrace. * 


Endeavour that your familiars 
may reverence rather than fear you; 
for love attends upon reverence, but 


hatred upon fear. 


The ſacrifices of fools are the 


aliment of the fire; but the offer- 


ings which they ſuſpend in temples 


are the ſupplies of the ſacrilege. 


[i 109 ] 
Underſtand that no diſſimulation 


can be long concealed. 


The unjuſt man ſuffers greater 
evil while his foul is tormented with 
a conſciouſneſs of guilt, than when 
his body 1s ſcourged with whips. 


It is by no means ſafe to diſcourſe 
concerning divinity with men of 
falſe opinions; for the danger is 
equally great in ſpeaking to ſuch 
as theſe things either fallacious or 


true. 


By every where uſing reaſon as 


your guide, you will avoid the com- 


miſſion of crimes. 
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[110 } 
By being troubleſome to others, 
you will not eafily eſcape moleſta- 
tion yourſelf. 


Confider that as great erudition, 
through which you are able to bear 


the want of erudition in the igno- 


rant. 


He who is depraved does not liſten 
to the divine law; and on this ac- 


count hves without law. 


A juſt man, who is a ſtranger, 1s 
not only ſuperior to a citizen, but 
1s even more excellent than a re- 


lation, 


[ van ] 
As many paſſions of the ſoul, fo 
many fierce and ſavage deſpots, 


No one is free who has not ob- 
tained the empire of himſelf, . 


Labour, together with conti- 


nence, precedes the acquiſition of 


every good. 


Be perſuaded that thoſe things are 
not your riches which you do not 
poſſeſs in the penetralia of cogitation. 


Do that which you judge to be 
beautiful and honeſt, though you 
ſhould acquire no glory from the 
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performance; for the vulgar is a 
depraved judge of beautiful deeds. 


Make trial of a man rather from 
his deeds than his diſcourſes ; for 
many live badly and ſpeak well. 


Perform great things, at the ſame 


time promiſing nothing great. 


Since the roots of our natures are 
eſtabliſhed in divinity, from which 
alſo we are produced, we ſhould te- 
naciouſly adhere to our root; for 
ſtreams alſo of water, and other off- 
ſpring of the earth, when their roots 


are cut off become rotten and dry. 


f 


The ſtrength of the ſoul is tem- 
perance; for this is the light of a 
ſoul deſtitute of paſſions: but it is 
much better to die than to darken 
the ſoul through the intemperance 
of the body. a 


Lou cannot eaſily denominate that 


man happy who depends either on 
his friends or children, or on any 
fleeting and fallen nature; for all 
theſe are unſtable and uncertain; but 
to depend on one's ſelf. and on di- 
vinity is alone ſtable and firm. 


He is a wiſe man, and beloved by 
divinity, who ſtudies how to labour 


1 114 1 
for the good of his ſoul, as much as 
others labour for the ſake of the body. 


Yield all things to their kindred 


and ruling nature except liberty. 


Learn how to produce eternal 
children, not ſuch as may ſupply 
the wants of the body in old age, 
but ſuch as may nouriſh the ſoul 
with perpetual food. 


It is impoſſible that the ſame per- 
ſon can be a lover of pleaſure, a lover 
of body, a lover of riches, and a lover 
of divinity : for a lover of pleaſure is 
alſo a lover of body ; but a lover of 
body 1s entirely a lover of riches ; 


41 


but a lover of riches is neceſſarily 
unjuſt ; and the unjuſt is neceſſarily 
profane towards divinity, and law- 
leſs with reſpe&t to men. Hence, 
though he ſhould ſacrifice heca- 
tombs, he is only by this means the 
more impious, unholy, atheiſtical, 
and facrilegious with reſpect to his 
intention: and on this account it is 


neceſſary to avoid every lover of 


pleaſure as an atheiſt and polluted 


perſon. 
The divinity has not a place in 


the earth more allied to his nature 
than a pure and holy ſoul, 
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To THE SUN, 


HEAR golden Titan! king of mental fire, 
Ruler of light ; to thee ſupreme belongs 
The ſplendid key of life's prolific fount ; 
And from on high thou pour'ſt harmonic ſtreams 


In rich abundance into matter's worlds. 5 


Ver. 5. Matter's worlds. According to the Chal. 
daic theology, there are ſeven corporeal worlds, viz. 
one empyrean, three ztherial , and three material, 
which laſt three conſiſt of the inerratic ſphere, the 
ſeven planetary ſpheres, and the ſublunary region. 
But the empyrean and etherial worlds, when com- 
pared with the three laſt, are ſaid to be imma- 
terial, not that they are void of matter, but be- 
cauſe the matter from which they are compoſed 
bears the relation of an immaterial eſſence to that 
of the other worlds, from the extreme purity and 
vitallity of its nature, I only add, that according 


t 


Hear! for high rais'd above th' ztherial plains, 

And in the world's bright middle orb thou 
reign'ſt, 

Whilſt all things by thy ſov'reign power are 
fill'd „ 

With mind- exciting, providential care. 

The ſtarry fires ſurround thy vig'rous fire, 10 

And ever in unweary'd, ceaſeleſs dance, 

O'er earth wide-boſom'd, vivid dew diffuſe. 

By thy perpetual and repeated courſe 

The hours and ſeaſons in ſueceſſion riſe; 

And hoſtile elements their conflicts ceaſe, 15 

Soon as they view thy awful beams, great 
king, 


1 the ſame theology, the ſun moves beyond the 
inerratic ſphere in the laſt of the etherial worlds. 
See more concerning this in my notes to the Cra- 
tylus. 


Ver. 7. That is, in the laſt ætherial world, which 
is of courſe the middle of the ſeven worlds, 
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From deity ineffable and ſecret born. 

The ſteady Parcæ, at thy high command, 
The fatal thread of mortal life roll back; 

For wide- extended, ſov'reign ſway is thine. 20 
From thy fair ſeries of attractive ſong, 
Divinely charming, Phoebus into light 

Leaps forth exulting; and with god- like harp, 


To rapture ſtrung, the raging uproar lulls 


Of dire-reſounding Hyle's mighty flood. 25 
From thy bland dance, repelling deadly ill, 


Ver. 17. That is, from the firſt cauſe, or he 
good. But the ſun is ſaid, by way of eminence, to 


be the progeny of this higheſt god, on account of 


the analogy which he bears to him in his illumina- 
tions. For as he good is the ſource of the light of 
the intelligible world, ſo Apollo gives light to the 
ſupermundane, and the ſun to the ſenſible, worlds. 


Ver. 25. I have uſed the word Hyle, or matter, 


inſtead of generation, Yer dn, which is employed by 


Proclus, becauſe it is better adapted to the meaſure 


L 125 ] 

Salubrious Pæan bloſſoms into light, 

Health far diffuſing, and th' extended world 

With ſtreams of harmony innoxious fills. 

Thee too they celebrate in ſacred hymns 30 

TH illuſtrious ſource whence mighty Bacchus 
came; ; 1 

And thee in matter's utmoſt ſtormy depths 

Euion “ Ate they for ever ling. 

But others ſound thy praiſe in tuneful verſe, 

As fam'd Adonis, delicate and fair. 35 

Ferocious dæmons, noxious to mankind, 


of the verſes; but the meaning of each word is 
nearly the ſame, for the regions of matter are the 


regions of generation, 
* An epithet of Bacchus. 


Ver. 36. According to the moſt accurate diviſion 

of the Demoniacal order, there are fix ſpecies of 
| dæmons, as we learn from the excellent Olympio- 
dorus, in his Commentary on the Phædo of Plato. 


The firſt of theſe ſpecies is called divine, from ſub- 
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Dread the dire anger of thy rapid ſcourge ; 
Dæmons, who machinate a thouſand ills, 


ſiting according to he ene, or that which is ſuper- 
eſſential in the mundane gods; the ſecond is deno- 
minated ixtellecmal, from ſubfiſting according to 
the intellect of theſe gods; the third is rational, 
from ſubſiſting according to the ſoul with which 
the mundane gods are connected; the fourth is za- 
tural, being characterized from the nature which 
depends on theſe gods; the fifth is corporeal, ſub- 
fiſting according to their bodies; and the ſixth is 
— ſubſiſting according to the matter which 
depends on theſe divinities. Or we may ſay, that 
ſome of theſe dzmons are celeſtial, others eiberial, 
and others aeria/; that ſome are acqnatic, others 
terreſtrial, and others ſubterranean, Olympiodorus 
adds, that irrational demons commence from the 
atrial ſpecies ; in proof of which he cites the fol- 
lowing verſe from ſome oracles, (moſt probably 


from the Zoroattrian oracles :) 
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Pregnant with ruin to our wretched ſouls,” 
That merg'd beneath life's dreadful-ſounding 

ſea, Fe | 40 
In body's chains ſeverely they may toil, 


That is, © Being the charioteer of the acrial, ter- 
« reftrial, and aquatic dogs.” For evil dzmons, 
as I have ſhewn in my Diſſertation on the Myſteries, 
appear in the ſhape of dogs. And perhaps in this 
| verſe the ſun is the charioteer alluded to, as it 
wonderfully agrees with what Proclus ſays of that 
deity in the verſes before us. I only add, that 
when irrational dzmons are faid to be evil, this 
muſt not be underſtood as if they were eſſentially 
evil, but that they are noxious only from their 
employment; that is, from their either calling forth 
the vices of depraved ſouls that they may be 
puniſhed and cured, or from their inflicting puniſh- 
ment alone : for, indeed, there is not any thing 
eſſentially evil in the univerſe; for as the cauſe of 
all 1s goodneſs itſelf, every thing ſubſiſting from 
thence muſt be endued with the form of good ; 
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Nor e' er remember in the dark abyſs 
The ſplendid palace of their ſire ſublime. 
O beſt of gods, bleſt demon crown'd with fire, 
Image of nature's all-producing god, 45 
And the ſoul's leader to the realms of light 
Hear! and refine me from the ſtains of guilt ; 
The ſupplication of my tears receive, 

And heal my wounds defil'd with noxious 
8 „„ 
The puniſhments incurr'd by ſin remit, 50 

And mitigate the ſwift, ſagacious eye 

Of ſacred juſtice, boundleſs in its view. 

By thy pure law, dread evil's conſtant foe, 
Direct my ſteps, and pour thy ſacred light 

In rich abundance on my clouded foul: 55 


Diſpel the diſmal and malignant ſhades 


fince it 15 not the property of fire to refrigerate, 
nor of light to give obſcurity, nor of goodneſs to 
produce from itſelf any thing evil, 


Ver. 45. That is, image of the firſt cauſe, 


6 


Of darkneſs, pregnant with invenom'd ills, 
And to my body proper ſtrength afford, 
With health, whoſe preſence ſplendid gifts 
imparts. 
Give laſting fame; and may the ſacred care 60 
With which the fair-hair'd muſes gifts, of old 
: My pious anceſtors preſerv'd, be mine. 
Add, if it pleaſe thee, all-beſtowing god, 
Enduring riches, piety's reward ; | 
For power omnipotent inveſts thy throne, 65 
With ſtrength immenſe and univerſal rule. 
And if the whirling ſpindle of the fates 
Threats from the ſtarry webs pernicion dire, 
Thy ſounding ſhafts with force reſiſtleſs ſend, 
And vanquiſh ere it fall th' impending ill. 
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To Tux MUSES*. 


A SACRED light I ſing, which leads on 
high | | 
Jove's nine fam'd daughters, ruler of the ſky, 
W hoſe ſplendours beaming o'er this ſea of life, 


* Proclus, in his Scholia on the Cratylus, beau- 
tifully obſerves as follows, concerning the Muſes : 
The whole world is bound in indiſſoluble bonds 
« from Apollo and the Muſes, and is both one and 
« all- perfect, through the communications of theſe 
«« divinities ; poſſeſſing the former through the 
4 Apolloniacal monad “, but its all- perfect ſubſiſt- 
*« ence through the number of the Muſes. For 


* Apollo is the monad of the Muſes, i. e. is the proxi- 
mately exempt producing cauſe of their multitude, and 


in which their ſummits are fixed like the roots of trees 


in the earth. 


LI } 


On ſouls hard ſtruggling with its ſtorms of 
ſtrife, 

Through myſtic rites perfective and refind, 5 
(From books which ſtimulate the ſluggiſh 
mind) | | 
From earth's dire evils leads them to that 

ſhore, | | 
Where grief and labour can infeſt no more; 


* the number nine, which is generated from the 
«« firſt perfect number, (that is, three) is, through 
ſimilitude and ſameneſs, accommodated to the 
« multiform cauſes of the mundane order and 
harmony; all of them at the ſame time being 
collected into one ſummit for the purpoſe of 
producing one conſummate perfection; for the 
« Muſes generate the variety of reaſons with which 
* the world is replete; but Apollo comprehends in 
« union all the multitude of theſe. And the Muſes 
« give ſubſiſtence to the harmony of ſoul; but 
« Apollo is the leader of intellectual and indivi- 
« ſible harmony, The Muſes diſtribute the phæ- 


1 
And well inſtructs them how, with ardent 


wing, | 
From Lethe's deep, wide-ſpreading flood to 
| ſpring, | 10 


And how once more their kindred ſtars to gain, 

And antient ſeats in truth's immortal plain, 

From whence they wand'ring fell, thro' mad 
deſire 

Of matter's regions and allotments dire. 


In me this rage repreſs, illuſtrious Nine! 15 


* nomena according to harmonical reaſons ; but 
© Apollo comprehends unapparent and ſeparate 
% harmony. And though both give ſubſiſtence to 
„ the ſame things, yet the Muſes effect this ac- 
* cording to number, but Apollo according to 
c union. And the Muſes indeed diſtribute the 
*« unity of Apollo; but Apollo unites and contains 
* harmonic multitude : for the multitude of the 
«« Muſes proceeds from the eſſence of Mu/agetes, 
which is both ſeparate and ſubſiſts according to 


66 the nature of the one,” 
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And fill my mental eye with light divine. 

Oh may the doctrines of the wiſe inſpire a 
My ſoul with ſacred Bacchanalian fire, 

Leſt men, with filthy piety replete, 


— — —_—nR=——tes 


From paths of beauteous light divert my feet. 20 
Conduct my erring ſoul to ſacred light, 
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From wand'ring generation's ſtormy night: 
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Wile thro' your volumes hence, the taſk be 


mine, 
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Ver. 19. Proclus here, I have no doubt, alludes 
to the Chriſtians, and particularly to the Catholics, 
who were not in his days (the fifth century) a ſect 
as they now are. But the reaſon why he calls them 
men full of Flihy piety is, we may preſume, in the 
firſt place, becauſe they worſhipped a mere man as 
the firſt cauſe, which is certainly not only a flthy, 
but a horrid ſpecies of impiety ; and in the next 
place, becauſe they prayed to the departed ſouls of 
men who, when living, profeſſed this j#/hy piety, 
which was ſtill rendering their impiety more odious 


and 1mpure, 
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To ſing in praiſe of eloquence divine, 
Whoſe ſoothing power can charm the troubled 
ſoul, | 25 
And throbbing anguiſh and deſpair controul. 
Hear, ſplendid goddeſſes, of bounteous mind, 
To whom the helm of wiſdom is aſſign'd, 
And who the ſoul with all- attractive flame 
Lead to the bleſt immortals whence ſhe came, 30 
From night profound enabling her to riſe, 
Forſake dull earth, and gain her native ſkies, 
And with unclouded ſplendour fill the mind, 
By rites ineffable of hymns refin'd. 
Hear, mighty ſaviours! and with holy light, 35 
While reading works divine illume my ſight, 
And diſſipate theſe miſts, that I may learn 
Immortal gods from mortals to diſcern ; 
Leſt, plung'd in drowſy Lethe's black abyſs, 
Some baneful dæmon keep my ſoul from 
| bliſs; | | 40 
And leſt deep merg'd in Hyle's ſtormy mire, 


Her powers reluctant ſuffer tortures dire, 


137 ] 
And ſome chill Fury with her freezing chain, 


In ling'ring lethargy my life detain. 
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To me now haſt'ning from the realms of night, 


And ardent panting for the coaſts of day, 


Thro' ſacred rites benignant point the way, 
And myſtic knowledge to my view diſcloſe, 


Since this for ever from your nature flows. 50 
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To VENUSE*®. 


A CELEBRATED royal fount I ſing, 
From foam begotten, and of Loves the ſpring, 
Thoſe winged, deathleſs powers, whoſe gen'ral 

ſway | 
In diff rent modes all mortal tribes obey. 
With mental darts ſome pierce the god-like 
ſoul, | 5 
And freedom rouſe unconſcious of controul ; 
That anxious hence the centre to explore 
Which lead on high from matter's ſtormy 


ſhore, 


The ardent foul may meditate her flight, 


And view their mother's palaces of light. 10 
But others, watchful of their father's will, 


Attend his councils and his laws fulfil, 


For an account of this divinity, conſult my 


notes on the Craty lus. 
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His bounteous providence o'er all extend, 
And ſtrengthen generation without end. 

And others laſt, the moſt inferior kind, 15 
Preſide o'er marriage, and its contracts bind, 
Intent a race immortal to ſupply 

From man calamitous and doom'd to die. 
While all Cythera's high commands obey, 
And bland attention to her labours pay. 20 
O venerable goddeſs! hear my prayer, 

For nought eſcapes thine univerſal ear: 


Whether t' embrace the mighty heav'n is thine, 


And ſend the world from thence a ſoul divine; 


Or whether, ſeated in th' ztherial plain, 24 
Above theſe ſeven-fold ſtarry orbs you reign, 
Imparting to our ties, with bounteous mind, 
A power untam'd, a vigour unconfin'd ;— 
Hear me, O goddeſs, and my life defend, 
With labours ſad, and anxious for their end; 30 
Transfix my ſoul with darts of holy fire, 

And far avert the flames of baſe deſire. 
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To VENUS. 


THEE, Venus, royal Lycian queen, I ſing, 
To whom of old by deity inſpir'd, „ 
In grateful ſignal of thy fav'ring aid, 

Our country's guides, a ſacred temple rais d 

In Lycia; of the intellectual rites -= mM 

Symbolical, which link'd in Hymen's bands 

Celeſtial Venus and the god of fire. 

Olympian hence they called thee, by whoſe 
power | 

They oft avoided death's deſtructive ire, 

Io virtue looking; and from fertile beds 10 

Through thee, an offspring provident and 

ſtrong 

Roſe into light ; while all their days Were 
crown'd | 

With gentle peace, the ſource of tranquil bliſs. 

Tlluſtrious queen! benignantly accept 

The grateful tribute of this ſacred hymn, 15 


20 


ire, 


d 


And rage inſane, of carth-begotten love. 


irritation 


- 


For we from Lycian blood derive our birth. 
Expell baſe paſſions from my wand' ring ſoul, 


Averting far the 
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' DAUGHTER of eee 2 di- 
vine, | CF 
Propitious to thy vot'ries prayer ches 5 | 
From thy great father's fount ſi upremely bright, 
Like fire reſounding, leaping into light. 
Shield-bearing goddeſs, hear, to whom be- 
long : 1 
A manly mind, and power to tame the ſtrong! 
Oh, ſprung from matchleſs might, with joyful 
„ 
Accept this hymn ; benevolent and Kind! 
The holy gates of wiſdom by thy hand 
Are wide unfolded ; and the daring band 10 
Of earth-born giants, that in impious fight 
Strove with thy ſire, were n by thy 
| might. 
Once by thy care, as ſacred poets ſing, 
The heart of — ſ W king, 
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Was ſav'd in æther, when, with fury fir d, 15 


The Titans fell againſt his life conſpir d; 


And with relentleſs rage and thirſt for gore, 
Their hands his members into fragments tore: 
But ever watchful of thy father's will, 


Thy pow'r rn d him from ſucceeding 
ill, | 20 


Till from the ſecret counſels of his fire, 


And born from Semele through heav'nly fire, 
Great Dionyſius to the world at length 


Again appear 'd with renovated ſtrength. 


Once, too, thy warlike axe, with matchlefs 


ſway, 25 


Joppa from their ſavage NECKS the heads 


away 
Of furious beaſts, and thus the peſts de- 
ſtroy'd 
Which long all-ſceing Hecate annoy'd. 
Buy thee benevolent great Juno's might 
Was rous'd, to furniſh mortals with de- 


light: 30 
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And through life's wide and various mm r | 


thine 

Each part to beautify with arts ns: : 
Invigorated hence by thee, we find 

A demiurgic impulſe in the mind. 


Towers proudly rais'd, and for protection 


ſtrong, | * 28 
To thee, dread guardian, deity belong, 

As proper ſymbols of th' exalted height 

Thy ſeries claims amidſt the courts of light, 
Lands are belov'd by thee to learning prone, 


And Athens, O Athena, is thy own! 40 
Great es, hear! and on my dark 'ned. 


mind 
Pour thy pure light in meaſure unconfin'd 5 — 
That ſacred light, O all- protecting queen, 
Which beams eternal from thy face ſerene: 
My foul, while wand'ring on the earth, in- 
ſpire : os 45 
With thy own bleſſed and impulſive fire; 
And from thy fables, myſtic and divine, 
Give all her powers with holy light to ihine. 
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Give love, give wiſdom, and a power to love; 
Inceſſant tending to the realms above; 50 
Such as, unconſcious of baſe earth's control, 
Gently attracts the vice-ſubduing foul ; 

From night's dark region aids her to retire, 
And once more gain the palace of her fire: 
And if on me ſome juſt misfortune preſs, 55 
Remove th' affliction, and thy ſuppliant bleſs. 
All-ſaving goddeſs, to my prayer incline ! 
Nor let thoſe horrid puniſhments be mine 
Which guilty ſouls in Fartarus confine, 

With fetters faſt'ned to its brazen floors, 60 
And lock'd by hell's tremendous iron doors. 
Hear me, and fave (for power is all thy own) 
A foul defirous to be thine alone. 


Ver. 55, 56. Theſe lines are wanting in the firſt 
edition of this hymn in my Diſſertation on the 
Myſteries; and this becauſe the verſe to which they 
correſpond in the Greek was not then properly core 
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To CERES* 


' BOUNTEOUS Ceres, thee I ſing, 
Source of Jove the mighty king. > 
Goddefs hail! of beauteous mien, 
Splendid Rhea, Saturn's queen, 
Gen' ral mother, nurſe divine, 
Nutriment to give is thine ; 

Food which firſt to gods extends, 
And in ſluggiſh body ends. 


* According to Orpheus, as we are informed by 
Proclus on the Cratylus, this goddeſs, conſidered 
as united to Saturn, is called Rhea, and as pro- 
ducing Jupiter, Ceres : nor does this diſagree with 
what Heſiod aſſerts in his 'Theogony, that Ceres is 
the daughter of Saturn; for conſidered as proceed- 
ing from her union with Saturn, to the production 
of Jupiter, ſhe may be ſaid to be the offspring of 


Saturn, 


1 


But the pure, immortal food, 
Which ſupplies the gods with good, 
From the beatific fight _ * 

N Springs of beauty's perfect light; 
Springs, when gods theraſelves deſire, 
And th' inferior view the higher. 13 
Antient goddeſs, Saturn's wife, 
Middle centre of all life, 

Which for ever ſtreams from thee, 
Alt-prolific deity. 

Funo, Veſta, ruling queen, 

In thy vital fount are ſeen. 

Juno, from whoſe fertile frame 
Soul's ſelf- motive, nature, came, 

W hence its whole proceſſion flows, 
From thy right hand parts aroſe; 
From thy left hand, Veſta bright, 
Who wide ſcatters virtue's light. 
Life not only, hence we ſee, 
Springs, all-parent queen, from thee, 
But life's bliſs, fair virtue, ſtreams 
From thy fertile, mental beams : 
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And hence females offspring bear, 


And from milky fountains rear. 
Gracious goddeſs ! may thy light 
Beaming thro' Oblivion's night, 
Fill my ſoul with food divine, 
Which to give alone is thine; 
Fill my ſoul with mental fire, 
Perfect virtue, wing d deſire : 
And from Hyle's ſtormy main, 
To her father back again, 

To her true immortal goal 

Lead my wand'ring, weary ſoul, 
Ardent panting to be bleſt, 

In her native place of reſt. 
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To JUPITER, 


THE DEMIURGUS OF THE WORLD. 


OF the mundane gods the king, 
Mighty Jupiter, I ſing; 
Whofe unenvying, perfe& will, 
Can the world with order fill, 
And throughout with life inſpire, 
And expell confuſion dire. 
Pregnant with paternal power, 
Shining like a fiery flower, 
Jove at firſt, thro' æther bright, 
Gave the world unhop'd-for light. 
Jove all-ſeeing, Bromius ſtrong, 
Various names to thee belong. 
Secret, ſhining, holy god, 
Nature trembles at thy nod. 
Father of this mighty whole, 
Number, harmony, and ſoul, 


\ 


1 1 
Thee, Minerva's fire, J ſing, 
Saturn's ſon, of gods the king: 
Light and ſpirit, Jove, are thine, 
Council, intelle& divine. 
Mighty parent, may thine eye, 
Which can every thought deſcry, 
Piercing, ſwift, divinely bright, 
Round me ſcatter mental light. 
Oh regard my fervent prayer! 
Free me from degrading care; 
From the toil which want requires, 
From the flames of baſe deſires. 
Dæmons from my life expel, 
That in matter's darkneſs dwell ; 
Nox1ous to the human race, 
Dogs of hell, terrific, baſe. 
Fraudful Hyle here prepares 
Me to plunge thro' magic ſnares, 
Deep in black Barbaric mire, 
Torn from thee, my lawful fire. 
From dark uproar where ſhe dwells, 
Now ſhe raiſes by her ſpells, 
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Tempeſts potent to control, 
And in horror wrap the ſoul. 


Place me in celeſtial light, 


Far beyond this horrid night; 
Far beyond her dire domain, 
And oblivion's drowſy plain. 
While, involv'd in earthly folds, 
Me indignant Hyle holds, 
While I ſtruggle to be free, 
Burſt my bonds and fly to thee, 
Strengthen me with mental might, 
Wide my pinions ſtretch for flight, 
That my ſoul may rapid riſe, 
And regain her native ſkies. | 
Now my fallen ſtate I mourn, 
Bodies ſcenes phantaſtic ſcorn, 


Which the ſoul in evil hour 


Subject to earth's ſluggiſh power, 
Till chro' thee her bonds ſhe breaks, 
And herſelf to life betakes. | 
With the luſcious drink enſnar'd, - 
By Oblivion's hands prepar'd, | 
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Staggering and oppreſs'd with ſleep, 
Thro' dark Hyle's ſtormy deep, 
Headlong borne with forceful ſway, 
And, unconſcious of the way, 
Far I fell, midſt dire uproar, 

Till I touch'd this gloomy ſhore. | 
But my ſoul, now rous'd by thee, 
And enabled truth to ſee, 

Scorns her fetters, and aſpires, 
Borne on wings of pure deſires, 
To thy meadows full of light, 
Fill'd with fountains of delight. 
Arbiter of mental life, 
'Thro' theſe realms of endleſs ſtrife, 
T hro' earth's dark Tartarian tomb, 
May thy light my ſteps illume ; 
And diſcloſe the arduous way 

To the coaſts of mental day. | 
Cut the reins, and looſe the bands, 
Wove by guileful Nature's hands, 
Which, forgetful of her birth, 
' Keep the ſoul a ſhave to earth 
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From the fount contain'd in thee, 
Source of life's prolific ſea, 
Here a ſhining drop I fell, 
Deſtin'd here at times to dwell. 
Oh reſtore me back again 
From dark Hyle's ſtormy main, 
From theſe realms of ceaſeleſs ſtrite, 
To thy lucid fount of life ; 
To thy fount divinely pure, 
Ever tranquil and ſecure. 
Gracious bid my ſorrows end, 
And my exil'd ſoul defend; 
Exil'd from her place of reſt, 
Wand'ring, weary, and oppreſt. 
To thy boſom haſte my flight, 
Where e'en gods to dwell delight; 
Where the ſoul from anxious toil 
Reſts, as in her native ſoil ; 
Finds the period of her woes, 
Joy unmixt with ſorrow knows ; 
And to be divinely free, 
Loſes all herſelf in thee. 
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To MINERVA. 


GREAT progeny of Jove, divinely bright, 

Only-begotten ſource of mental light, 

Whoſe beams the wiſe with vivid force in- 
ſpire, 

And leap reſounding from a fount of fire, 

Thee I invoke with ſupplicating voice, 

Adore thy power, and in thy aid rejoyce : 

To thee my wings from Hyle's ſtormy night 

I ſtretch, impatient of a ſpeedy flight ; 

For thee my ſoul far more than life deſires, 

And to thy light inceſſantly aſpires. 

By Vulcan's art thou fiercely ſprung, tis ſaid, * 

In ſplendid armour from thy father's head, 

Shouting vehement, while with dire affright 

Stood earth and heav'n aſtoniſhed at the ſight. 

But this in ſymbols, obvious to the wile, 


Thy amply-ſpreading. government implies, 
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Which from the world's artificer extends, 
And laſt in matter's loweſt region ends; 
While by the horror which thy wond'rous 

birth "i | 
Produc'd at firſt in heav'n and mother earth, 
Thy power exempt from mundane forms we 
learn, | = 
And its occult prerogative diſcern. 
Thy ſhouts too ſhew, that energy divine, 
With efficacious vigour fraught, is thine. 
Thy dreadful ſhield, in myſtic fables fam'd, 
Occultly ſignifies the power untam'd 
Which in thy eſſence firſt appears, and thence 
Becomes the gods' invincible defence ; 
Thro' which from paſſion they remain ſecure, 


And reign triumphant and divinely pure. 


Thy ſpear, of all-pervading power's the ſign, 


(For nought can e'er thy matchleſs might con- 
fine) | | 
Thro' which the gods, unconſcious of control, 


Paſs without contact, thro' this mighty whole 


L 0 
Forms ſublunary aid, and in their courſe | 
Baſe matter amputate with vig'rous force. 
Hail, blue-ey'd maid, of countenance ſerene ! 
Who reign'ſt in heav'n apparent and unſeen, 
And thence, through Hyle's realms, involy'd 
in ſtorms, | 
Pourſt in abundant ſtreams reſplendent forms. 
To thee triumphant, and of bounteous mind, 
The ram celeſtial is by lot aſſign d,. 
And equinoctial circle, where reſides 
A motive power that o'er the world preſides. 
Victorious virgin, may thy vivid light 
Diſperſe the miſts produc'd by Lethe's night, 
My ſoul from earth's impurities refine, 
And all her pow'rs expand through rites di- 
vine ; * 
That wing'd and ardent with celeſtial fire, 
She ſoon may gain the palace of her ſire, 
And there once more may reſt from anxious 
toil, | 
Fix'd in her long-deſerted native foil, 
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To VESTA. 


SATURN's daughter, antient dame, 


Seat of fire's unweary'd frame, 


Source of virtue's perfect light, 


Juno's equal, Veſta bright, 
Stable goddeſs, eſſence fair, 
Gracious liſten to my prayer; 
And while ardent thee I ſing, 


| Borne on pure deyotion's wing, 


With thy unpolluted fire 


All my mental powers inſpire. 


From the gods by men divine 


Liberated called, tis thine 
Eſſence to illumine pure, 
Uniform, unchang'd, and ſure. 
Hence the mundane gods we ſce, 
Through thy ſtable deity, 
Firmly in themſelves abide, 


And immutably preſide 


[ 3s } 
O'er the fluctuating forms, 
O'er the dire reſounding ſtorms, 
Of dark Hyle's rolling main, 
Barren, impotent, and vain. 
Thy abiding ſplendours hence 
Firm ſtability diſpenſe, 
To the axis and the poles, _ 
Round which heav'n inceſſant rolls; 
And to earth's all-flow'ry frame, 
Earth, prolific, central dame !* 
Bleſſed goddeſs, may thy light, 
Beaming far thro' Lethe's night, 
Widely ſcatt'ring virtue's fires, 
Fill my ſoul with pure deſires ; 
And diſcloſe the arduous way 
To the courts of mental day. 
To thy ſtable, ſhining ſeat, 
Wiſdom's undiſturb'd retreat, © - 
Harbour of deific reſt | 
To the wand'ring and oppreſt. 
While on Hyle's ſtormy ſea, = 
Wide I roam in ſearch of thee, 
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Graciouſly thine arm extend, 


And my ſoul from ill defend: 
Gracious bid my forrows ceafe ; 
Crown my future days with peace, | 


With the ſplendid gifts of health, 


With the bliſs of needful wealth ; 
And ſoon cut the fatal folds, 
Through which guileful nature holds 
Me indignant from thy ſight, 
Exil'd in the realms of night, 
From my father's boſom torn, 
Wand'ring, weary and forlorn, 
That my ſoul with rapid wing, 
From Oblivion's coaſt may ſpring, 
May once more triumphant gain 
Truth's immortal, ſhining plain, 
And in her conceal'd abodes 


_ Raviſh'd view the god of gods. 


1 3 


To MERCURY. 


HERMES I ſing, a god ſupremely bright, 
Who firſt emerging from Jove's fount of light, 
Upborne on. beauteous wings, from thence 
| deſcends, | 

Till laſt his lucid courſe in Hades ends. 
Angel of Jove, unfolding truth divine, 
Propitious to thy vot'ry's prayer incline, 

And while to thee my ſupplant voice I raiſe, 

Accept, well pleas'd, this tribute of my praiſe. 

By antient bards, in myſtic verſe tis ſung, 

That thou, great god, from prudent Maia 
ſprung : 

But this in ſymbols, obvious to the wile, 

Thy nature with invention fraught implies ; 

Since ſearch, which into light invention leads, 

Firſt from fair Maia ſecretly proceeds, 

And as unfolding mighty Jove's decree, 

Matheſis owes its origin to thee ; 

Hence fallen fouls, to deep reſearch inclin'd, 


By thee inſpir'd, eternal truth may find ; * 
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When rous'd by diſcipline from Lethe's night, 


They raiſe their eyes to intellectual light. 

To thee unnumber'd benefits we owe; 

From thee gymnaſtic, muſic, reaſoning flow. 

Hence thro' the firſt with vigor we inſpire 

In youth, the languid nature of deſire ; 

And anger, merg'd in matter's gloomy deep, 

Wake into energy from death-like ſleep ; 

While thro' the power of melody divine 

We force e en rage its fury to reſign. 

And laſt, the ſeeds of truth in dormant ſtate, 

The vivid wings of reas'ning ſuſcitate : 

Hence, as of harmony the mighty ſire, 

The wiſe ador'd thee as the ſtarry lyre, 

Whoſe {trains wide-ſpreading thro' the azure 
round, | 

The gods tranfport with deifying ſound, 

And even in the dark Tartarian gulf rebound. 

And as 'tis thine o'er learning to preſide, 

The wiſe invok'd thee, as of fouls the guide, 


Who leadſt them upwards to the ſplendid plain 


Of ſacred truth, from Hyle's dire domain, 
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Oblivion's ſleep expelling from their ſight, 

And wide-expanding recollection's light. 

All bounteous Hermes, hear my fervent 

prayer, | | 5 

And make my future life thy conſtant care, 
Teach me what rites th' offended gods may 

| pleaſe, | | | 

And what the means their anger to appeaſe : 

For long thro' marine and material foes, 

My ſoul has ſuffer'd complicated woes 

And all her efforts have as yet been vain 

T' eſcape the fury of the avenging main. 

Come, gracious god, thy ſaving arm extend, 

And from her natal ills my ſoul defend ; 

Urge all her powers by baneful night oppreſs'd 

To riſe victorious to the goal of reſt ; 

The ſplendid goal of loud-reſounding fire, 

And all- attractive centre of deſire : 

That wing'd and ardent, and from guilt refin'd, 

She thus the end of all her woes may find. 


THE END, 
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Letter Preſs, by Dr. Hawkeſworth, fol. boards, 15s 

4. ETCHINGS, after ITALIAN PicTuREs, 
W Francis Bartolozzi, Eſq. folio 

SA TIRES, by SaLvaTor Ros A, in Italian, 

3 Portrait by Worlidge, finely ns 8vo, 
 fewed, 5s 

6. The POEMS of WILLIAM DRUMMOND, of 
Hawthornden, with elegant Portrait, 48, boards, 
ſmall 8vo 5 
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G2 printed for Edward Jeffery. 


7. SERMONS by Dr. 3 Ba LG ux, 2 A 
8yo, boards, third edition, 10s | 

d. The PICTURE of ENGLAND, tranſlated | 
from the German of Darchenhoby, 2 vol. ſewed, | 
6s, 12mo 

9. The ComMmMERCciar, 8 3 LI- 
TERARY HISTORY of SPAIN and PORTUGAL, 
by the late W. Beawes, Eſq. 2 vol. folio, boards, 
11 16s 
10. The PHEDRUS of PLATO, being his 
Treatiſe on Beauty, tranſlated uniform with Mr. 
Sydenham's Tranſlation, by Thomas Taylor, 4to, 
6s, boards | | 

11. The LITERARY MUSEUM, or Reprint 
of rare Tracts; containing Downe's Roſcius An- 
glicus, Portrait of Gaſcoyne, Print of the Theatre 
where Shakeſpeare ated, &c. 6s, 8vo, boards 


In the Preſs, and ſpeedily æuill be publiſhed, 

122 A DICTIONARY of PAINTERS, 
SCULPTORS, and ARCHITECTS, with forty 
Portraits of eminent Maſters, 2 vol. 4to, boards, 
31 3s 
I 3» PAUSANIAS, tranſlated from the Greek, 
illuſtrated with Maps and Views, n en- 
graved, 3 vol. large 890 . 

14. FAUBLAS, tranſlated from the French, 
7 vol. 12mo | | 


